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Date:	February 5, 2004
To:	M.S. Faculty 
From:	Kathleen E. Angione
Re:	Project Proposal for a Series of Articles on Triangle Water Resources
Overview
The following project proposal is intended to meet the requirements of ENG 675 and contribute to continuous and dependable media coverage of environmental issues in the Triangle. The proposal discusses the development of a series of feature-length articles about local and regional water resource issues for Raleigh Eco News, an online publication.
Problem
Raleigh Eco News is a monthly publication created by Sue Sturgis, a former staff writer for the News & Observer and the Independent Weekly. In September 2003 Ms. Sturgis published the first issue of Raleigh Eco News to give issues like deforestation, water quality, and air pollution a more continuous coverage in the local media. Other local and regional news publications cover environmental issues on an event-driven basis, such as the discovery of E. Coli bacteria in Chatham County’s drinking water. The articles in Raleigh Eco News are not strictly event-driven. Many are informative and explanatory, focusing on how Triangle communities and governments are dealing with environmental problems. 
The primary audience for Raleigh Eco News includes concerned citizens, local grassroots environmental organizations and local politicians. The common factor among these groups is a desire to conserve local ecosystems and protect the integrity of natural resources to ensure responsible growth in Triangle communities. 
The amount and quality of available water resources are two critical aspects of ecosystem health and responsible urban development. As Triangle communities continue to grow, the strain on water resources has increased due to demand and anthropogenic pollution. Both new and native residents need to be aware of the pressing water resource issues facing the Triangle; informed citizens are more likely to actively shape their communities through individual action and local policy. Given that water supply is a major determinant to a region’s ability to accommodate population growth, four of the most significant and intertwined water issues include
	Contamination of water sources from industry, local businesses, and residential areas

The eutrophication (increase in dissolved nutrients) in lakes and rivers 
	Increasing development and the subsequent threat of new contamination sources that may affect drinking water 
	Responsible wastewater and stormwater management 
Deliverable
By the end of the semester, I will write a four part series on water resource issues for Raleigh Eco News that is accurate, comprehensive, and engaging. Each article will discuss one of the four issues identified above by closely examining its influence on the Triangle. Due to the immensity of these issues, each article will focus on one or two examples and/or situations that best illustrate the broader issue facing Triangle residents. A tentative structure for the series is as follows: 
	Worst Case Scenario: What went wrong with Lake Raleigh?
	What’s Happening Now: The eutrophication of Jordan Lake

How it Affects You: Increasing development and the Upper Neuse River Basin
What’s Next: Wastewater management and a Goldsboro golf course
Each article will be approximately 1500 words and viewed as a freelance submission by the editor. The editor reserves the right to reduce the length of the articles for publication. 
Objectives 
In addition to already being aware and concerned about environmental issues, readers of Raleigh Eco News view the publication as a continuous and dependable source of information about natural resources and environmental policy in the Triangle. To accommodate the diversity of knowledge levels among the audience, the series will provide a greater depth of coverage about water resources than would otherwise be found in publications aimed at general readership. 
The series will contribute to the continuous and dependable coverage of local environmental issues by:
	Increasing the depth of knowledge among Raleigh Eco News readers regarding water resource issues related to urban planning and development 

Accurately and comprehensively exploring complex water issues through a series that increases audience understanding and reinforces existing audience values about clean water and responsible management of natural resources. 
Work Plan 
Since entering the M.S. program in August 2002, my focus has been scientific communication and science journalism.  As a teaching assistant for ENG 333 and student of ENG 507 (Writing for the Health and Environmental Sciences) I have studied the purposes, audiences, and conventions of communication among scientific communities. This, coupled with my bachelor’s degree in environmental policy, will help me understand and interpret both technical and legislative reports. I have acquired the appropriate reporting and news writing skills to develop this series through ENG 520 (Science Writing for the Media) and my work as an intern reporter and writer for NC State News Services last summer. My research in ENG 512 helped me understand audience assumptions about and interaction with online news publications. 
I plan to research and develop this series through interviews with representatives from local grassroots organizations, water quality researchers, local government leaders, and citizens; public record research on state and county regulations regarding water and land resources; and location visits to afflicted water sources and sites. I plan to provide at least one original photo for each article. 
The layout of the articles and the placement of the photos will be consistent with the online publication. 
Phase
Milestone
Definition
Date
1

Series approved by Sue Sturgis, editor
Meet with Sue Sturgis and discuss the possibility of a series on water resources in the Triangle
1/19/04 
(Complete)

Submit proposal to Dr. S. Katz
Submission of first draft
1/20/04
(Complete)

Begin initial planning 
Begin setting up interviews, public record research, and location visits for the first two articles. Begin initial drafting for all articles as information is acquired. 
1/20/04
(Complete)

Submit proposal to M.S. faculty
After revising the draft based on Dr. Katz’s comments, submit revision of proposal to M.S. faculty
1/29/04
2
Research and writing 
Public record research, location visits, and interviews for the first two articles are near complete. Continue drafting. 
2/18/04
3
Drafts of first two articles submitted for peer review
Drafts may still be works in progress, but read as a complete news article. Research for these two articles is near complete
2/19/04

Research complete
Research, interviews, and location visits for the first two articles are complete
2/23/04

Drafts of first two articles submitted to Dr. S. Katz
Revised drafts (based on peer review) submitted
2/24/04

Drafts of first two articles submitted to consultants
Revised drafts submitted
3/2/04
4
Research and writing 
Continuation of phase 2. Follow up on interview sources and continue public record research and location visits for the last two articles. These activities near complete. Continue drafting. 
3/26/04
5
Drafts of last two articles submitted to Dr. S. Katz 
Drafts may still be works in progress, but read as a complete news article. Research for these two articles is near complete. 
3/30/04

Research complete
Research, interviews, and location visits are complete
4/4/04

Drafts of last two articles submitted to consultants
Revised drafts submitted
4/6/04
   6
Final drafts of all four articles submitted to M.S. faculty
Drafts are complete and publication ready
4/20/4
   7
Practice defense
Practice defenses conducted in ENG 675 class in preparation for project evaluation
4/13/04
4/15/04
4/20/04

Project evaluation
Project defense 
5/04 (TBA)


