
Sylvia Bailey, M.A.       HI 253 003 

Office: Withers 245       Spring 2018 

Email: sbailey3@ncsu.edu      T/Th 10.15 – 11.30 

Office Hours: T 1.15 – 2.30 and by appointment  

Early American History 

 

Credit: Overton, Henry, Active. America. London: Printed & sold by Henry Overton at the White Horse without Newgate, 1711. 
Map. Retrieved from the Library of Congress, https://www.loc.gov/item/87691568/. (Accessed August 05, 2016) 

 

1. Learning Outcomes: 

 

HI 253 fulfills the NCSU General Education Program (GEP) requirement for 3.0 credit hours in 

the Humanities. There are no prerequisites for this course. By the end of this semester, 

students should be able to 

• Identify and analyze major events that influenced early American history 

• Construct arguments that answer major historical questions that pertain to the creation 

and early formation of the United States 

• Analyze sources critically leading to an understanding of multi narrative history 

• Articulate how historical, economic, legal, social, and cultural processes have produced 

diversity and equality as well as how they functioned to reinforce structural inequalities 

in the United States 

1.1 Class specific learning outcome 

 
• Understand how the trans-Atlantic relationship with Europe and other areas influenced 

American history. 
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2. Required Books 

 
• Roark & Johnson. Understanding the American Promise. Vol I – To 1877 

• Brown & Shannon. Going to the Source: The Bedford Reader in American History. Vol I – 

To 1877 

 

3. Assignments 

 

Assignment 
 

Value  Due 

Reading Questions (5 Total!) 10%  

Pop Quizzes (5 Total) 10%  

Group Presentation  
 

15%  

Proposal of Source Selection 
 

15% March 1st, 2018 

Final Project 
 

15% April 26th, 2018 

Final Exam 15% May 8th, 2018 

Participation 20%  

 

4. Assignment Descriptions: 

 

4.1 Reading Questions Assignment (RQA): 10 %  

This assignment is intended to ensure a “deep reading” of the textbook which does not just 

focus on gathering of factual information but understanding of the bigger picture. In order 

to fulfill this assignment, you must complete both parts. First, read the assigned chapter 

and identify key ideas within. Do not write more than half a page single spaced about the 

key ideas. Based on the key ideas you will write one question. Be sure not to ask factual 

question which generally start with “who”, “what”, or “how”.  Second, you will write a 

short commentary of no more than 200 words on why you think this question is of 

importance to be asked. Do not just answer the question! 

Students are required to submit five reading questions throughout the semester.  The 

deadline for each RQA is at 12 am on Mondays. Two of the RQA must be turned in 

between week 2 and week 5 in the beginning of the semester. The remaining three RQA’s 

can be turned in over the course of the semester. Credit for this assignment can only be 

received when the initial two RQA’s have been turned in within the assigned time frame. 



Further credit will only be given when the RQA is punctually submitted through Moodle. 

Late assignments will not be accepted.  

4.2 Pop Quizzes: 10% 

Over the course of the semester, five pop quizzes will be given to the students. These 

quizzes will focus on the content of the assigned reading for that day. There will be no 

make up options for absent students.  

4.3 Group Presentation: 15%  

In the beginning of the semester each student must choose one topic from the available 

presentation topics. Students are responsible to work on the chosen topic with the 

partners, which includes locating and using appropriate sources. The group must meet 

with the instructor at least once to ensure the work progress. One week before the 

presentation the group must have a 2-page paper copy ready to turn in to the instructor. 

The handout must include references used.  

Tools such as PP-Presentations are welcomed but should only be used in support of the 

presentation. Video clips can be used for the presentation but should not exceed a length 

of five minutes.  

The presentation should have an approximate length of 20 minutes and should focus on 

three main aspects.  

1. Outline the historical event and identify key aspects! 

2. Identify, define and explain key concepts relevant to the topic 

3. Identify different narratives that are used in the literature for the topic and critically 

evaluate them. 

4. Explain why your topic is relevant for the bigger picture of early American history and 

draw connections to the overall themes of the week! 

Due to the nature of the assignment, presence of all presenters is required. In case of an 

unexcused absence the instructor reserves the right to give 0 points to the absent 

participant. For excused absences, the instructor will determine a makeup assignment on 

an individual basis. See the attendance policy for excused absences.  

4.4 Source Proposal for Primary Source Edition: 15% 

Each student will write an individual source proposal which is based on their topic 

presentation and will focus on three primary sources connected to the topic. The proposal 

may not be less than 900 nor longer than 1000 words without bibliography and will 

include a cover page which includes the preliminary title of the source collection. The 

proposal will lay out: 



1. What is the main aspect under which you selected the sources? State your working 

thesis for your source edition.  

2. Which sources will you use? Who are the authors and what is his or her connection to 

the topic? Why are these sources reliable to use? 

3. What does the source contribute to the historical narrative? Why are these sources 

relevant to be used in your edition? (A short summary about each source should be 

included) 

4. Finally, a preliminary bibliography. The bibliography as well as footnotes must be in 

Chicago style. For the usage of internet sources please also see the Vetting section of 

this syllabus. 

The proposal is due on March 1st.  Each student must turn in their individual source 

proposal as a paper copy. A copy of the primary source must not be included.  

4.5 Final Project: 15% 

Each student will write an introduction to a primary source edition (5 pages, 12pt, double 

spaced), based on their individual primary source selection. The introduction is intended to 

combine an extended version of the topic presentation with the primary source selection. 

This means this assignment needs to give an introduction into the specific topic, 

introducing the reader to the greater context as well as well as the specifics of the chosen 

aspect. Further, the text must have a rational why the primary sources were chosen for the 

edition and what they can contribute to the historical narrative you are conveying. Finally, 

an excellent introduction will elaborate how the chosen primary sources influenced 

people, events, or philosophies themselves.  

A separate section for the bibliography is required, as well as the vetting of all internet 

sources within the bibliography. 

Completed projects should be turned in by the beginning of the class period on April 26th. 

Late projects will be penalized with the deduction of half a letter grade per day. Valid 

excuses such as illnesses with a note from a doctor or a death in the family (with 

documentation) will be granted extensions for deadlines, provided the documentation is 

presented to the instructor in a timely manner. 

➢ Vetting: This is the information which you must supply in the bibliography to 

establish the credibility of a given source.  

VETTING IS REQUIRED FOR ALL INTERNET SOURCES USED TO SUPPORT PAPERS IN THIS 

CLASS. 

This means you need a short paragraph for each of these sources, explaining 

why this is a credible source. This also means you need to establish the credibility of 

the site’s author, the sources they used, their objectivity, and the logic of their 

assertions. It is NOT enough to say, “this is a credible site” or that this site was 



“useful,” or “well-known”. Remember, it is up to you to prove that the site you used is 

credible – this is not assumed for internet sites. 

 

4.6 Final Exam: 15% 

The final written exam will be given in class and can encompass the entirety of the class 

material including both textbooks, lectures, presentations and other provided materials 

and primary sources.  

4.7 Participation: 20% 

Every student is expected to be prepared and in time for every class. Furthermore, you will 

be graded on quantity as well as quality of your participation. Attendance alone is not 

sufficient for participation credit. Grading of participation will be as followed: 

• Exemplary: The student is well prepared, volunteers frequently for answers, and is 

attentive. The student furthermore demonstrates willingness to support peers 

learning process 

• Good: The student is mostly prepared, volunteers at least once every class meeting 

for answers. 

• Developing: The student is occasionally unprepared and does not volunteer to 

answer. 

• Unacceptable (=F): The student is late, disruptive, and gets caught using electronic 

devises regularly. The student demonstrates a lack of concern for the class and his 

performance, and is usually unprepared.   

Grades  

 

This Course uses Standard NCSU Letter Grading Scale 

97 ≤ A+ ≤ 100    73 ≤ C < 77 
93 ≤ A < 97     70 ≤ C- < 73 
90 ≤ A- < 93     67 ≤ D+ < 70 
87 ≤ B+ < 90    63 ≤ D < 67 
83 ≤ B < 87     60 ≤ D- < 63 
80 ≤ B- < 83     0 ≤ F < 60 
77 ≤ C+ < 80 
 
Note: All grading rubrics for class assignments are posted to Moodle.  

 
 
 
 
 



5. Course Schedule 
• Week 1  

T: 1/9   Introduction 

  Have read: Syllabus  

Th: 1/11 Tools of a historian - Have read: Becker, Carl. Everyman his own Historian and 

Primary Sources and How to Read Them (on Moodle) 

• Week 2 Ancient America 

T:1/16   Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 1 

Th: 1/18 Have read: excerpt from: The Journal of Diego de Landa and Papal Letters (on 

Moodle) 

• Week 3 Discovery of a new World 

T: 1/23  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 2 

 Presentations: The Other Side of the Story: Native Americans and “Their 

Discovery” (Possible options: 1. The Maya 2. The Inca) 

Th: 1/25 Have read: Going to the Source Monsters and Marvels 

• Week 4 The southern Colonies 

T: 1/30  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 3  

Presentation 1: Pirates of the Caribbean? Elizabeth’ pirates and the Golden Age 

of Piracy 

Th: 2/1  Have read: Going to the Source Tales of Captivity and Redemption 

• Week 5 The northern Colonies 

T: 2/6  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 4 

  Presentation: Salem Witch Trials 

Th: 2/8  Have read: Godbeer: Salem Witch Trials excerpts (on Moodle) 

• Week 6 Colonial America 

T: 2/13  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 5 

  Presentation: Atlantic Slave Trade 

Th: 2/15 Have read: Going to the Source: Colonial America’s Most Wanted 



• Week 7 British Empire Vs Colonies, Germ Warfare 

T: 2/20  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 6 

  Presentation: John Dickinson: Letters from a Pennsylvania Farmer 

Th: 2/22 Have read: Going to the Source: Material Culture of the Borderlands 

• Week 8 The American Revolution  

T: 2/27  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 7 

  Presentation: Patriotism 

Th: 3/1  Have read: Going to the Source: The Sound of Rebellion 

  Source Proposal Due 

• Week 9 A New Republic 

T: 3/13  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 8 

  Presentation: Federalists and Antifederalists 

Th: 3/15 Have read: Going to the Source: Debating the Constitution 

• Week 10 Forming the New Nation 

T: 3/20  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 9 

  Presentation: The Haitian Revolution and the Question of Immigration 

Th: 3/22 Have read: Going to the Source: The Question of Female Citizenship 

• Week 11 Expansion 

T: 3/27  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 10 &11 

  Presentation: Indian Removal/Trail of Tears 

Th: 3/29 Have read: Going to the Source: The meaning of Cherokee Civilization 

• Week 12 Expansion and Slavery 

T: 4/3  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 12 & 13 

Presentation 2: Marronage in the United States 

Th: 4/5  Have read: Going to the Source: Challenging the Peculiar Institution 

• Week 13 The Divided House 

T: 4/10  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 14 



  Presentation 1: Influencing the Nation: Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

Th: 4/12 Have read: Going to the Source: The Illustrated Civil War 

• Week 14 The Civil War 

T: 4/17  Have read: Understanding the American Promise Chapter 15 

  Watch: Death and the Civil War (Linked on Moodle) 

Th: 4/19 Inclement weather day 

• Week 15 Reconstruction and Memory of Civil War 

T: 4/24  Have read: TBD   

Th: 4/26 Class Wrap up 

  Final Projects Due 

T: 5/8  Final Exam 
 

6. Policies 

 
6.1 Attendance Policy: 

Punctual attendance is required. You may miss two (2) classes unexcused: starting with the 

third unexcused absence one point per unexcused absence will be deducted from the 

overall grade. Reasons for an excused absence fall under the following categories: 

• Absences for representing the University such as serving as a member of an athletic 

team or professional meetings 

• Court Attendance with certified documentation by a Clerk of Court 

• Illness with appropriate documentation by a doctor which shows the correct date for 

the absence 

• For death in family, funeral attendance, serious illness: take appropriate documentation 

to the Division of Academic and Student Affairs, 300 Clark Hall 515-2963. The DASA 

will work with you to verify the absence and report back to me. It is your responsibility 

to make sure that this is completed in a timely manner and no later than two weeks 

after the absence.  

Documentation is to be turned in at the first class meeting after the excused absence.  

 

 

 



6.2 Technology Policy 

The use of any electronic devices (laptops, cell phones, tablets, smart watches etc.) in this 

course is prohibited. All personal communication devices must be turned off and put away 

at all times. Any student discovered using such a device will be marked absent for the day. 

Any recordings of classes are strictly prohibited. 

Only on days with readings provided on moodle electronic devices may be used for text 

references.  

Exceptions will be made for students with a documented disability and non-native English 

speakers who obtain permission by the instructor.  

 

6.3 Statement for students with disabilities  

Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with verifiable disabilities. In order 

to take advantage of available accommodations, students must register with the Disability 

Services Office at Suite 2221, Student Health Center, Campus Box 7509, 919-515-7653.  

 

6.4 Academic Integrity 

Students are required to comply with the university policy on academic integrity found in 

the Code of Student Conduct. Cheating and cheating attempts in exams will result in a 

failing grade for the course. 

6.5 Incomplete Grades 

Students will not be given a temporary grade of IN (incomplete) unless they have attended 

classes regularly for most of the semester, have completed at least 60% of required work, 

have missed required work as a result of factors beyond their control, and have submitted 

satisfactory documentary evidence. An IN grade not removed by the end of the next 

semester in which the student is enrolled or by the end of twelve months, whichever is 

earlier, will automatically become an F (unless the student can present a compelling, well-

documented case for the extension). For the NC State policy on grading and IN grades, see: 

http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/grades_undergrad/REG02.50.3.php. 

 

6.6 Inclement weather  

If on a presentation day due to weather, NCSU is closed, the starting time delayed such 

that our class is canceled, or the University is operating under the inclement weather 

policy, the presentation will be held during the next class period.  

http://www.ncsu.edu/policies/academic_affairs/grades_undergrad/REG02.50.3.php

