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An International Trilateral Agreement to Digitize 
The Ameen Rihani Museum Archives 

 

Raleigh, NC (USA) & Beirut, Lebanon – December 4, 2017 -  After negotiations that took place over 
the past six months, three Research and Cultural Institutions, namely The Moise A. Khayrallah Center 
for Lebanese Diaspora Studies at North Carolina State University, the Ameen Rihani 
Organization in Washington D.C., and the Ameen Rihani Museum in Freike, Lebanon, are pleased to 
announce a partnership to digitize the complete collection of the Ameen Rihani papers.  

Ameen Rihani (1876-1940) was a luminary of twentieth-century literature, philosophy, and political 
thought. Rihani wrote in both English and Arabic and was influential in both: his 1911 English-language 
novel, The Book of Khalid, is one of the first Arab-American novels, and he is credited with the introduction 
of free verse to Arabic poetry. In addition to his books, Rihani was a frequent contributor to both the 
Arabic and English press, including newspapers and journals such as The New York Times, the London 
Times, The Atlantic Monthly, Al-Ahram, Al-Muqtataf, and more.  He lectured across the United States and the 
world about both political and cultural topics. Rihani was a political activist, well-known for his advocacy 
for Pan-Arabism and for rapprochement between East and West. 

The Ameen Rihani Museum Archives started in 1897, and continue to grow. This rare collection includes 
the various papers, notebooks, manuscripts, correspondence, and published articles of Ameen Rihani. 
Additionally, it houses articles written about him, together with related historic documents. The 
collection—which totals over 25,000 page—is written in more than 36 language. In addition to the 
approximately 5,000 pages handwritten by Rihani himself, the collection contains more than 2,000 pages 
handwritten by statesmen, authors, and scholars from around the world. 

The collaboration between the Khayrallah Center, the Ameen Rihani Organization, and the Rihani 
Museum is a landmark digitization project. It is the first time that the whole corpus of a major Arab 
intellectual will be preserved and made accessible online. The digitization of the Rihani Museum archives 
will protect the invaluable and fragile original collection. In doing so, it will ensure that Rihani’s work and 
legacy will be well-maintained for generations to come. Moreover, this collaborative project will transcend 
geographical limitations and make Rihani’s rich works available to scholars across the globe who can freely 
access them through the Khayrallah Center archive.  

Dr. Akram Khater, Director of the Khayrallah Center at North Carolina State University, states: “It is a 
privilege to collaborate on this groundbreaking project with the Ameen Rihani Museum and the Ameen 
Rihani Organization. These are premier cultural and intellectual organizations that have safeguarded and 
promoted the works of Rihani and that have shaped modern Arab literature and thought. Together we will 
be able to advance our mutual mission of preserving the history of the Lebanese diaspora, and of sharing 
its stories and cultural productions with the world.”  
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Dr. Ameen Albert Rihani, Director of the Ameen Rihani Museum, states: “This unique and vital project is 
a pioneering step to enhance studies on Arab-American literature as well as on World Literature written in 
English or in Arabic.” He adds, “If there is today a shrine in Lebanon called the Ameen Rihani Museum, 
there will be tomorrow another shrine in the USA, specifically in the Khayrallah Center for Lebanese 
Diaspora Studies at the North Carolina State University, called the Ameen Rihani Online Digital Archives. 
This monumental step is achieved thanks to the Trilateral Agreement recently signed, and due to the 
particular efforts of Mr. Moise Khayrallah and Dr. Akram Khater.”  

We expect this work to begin in Spring 2018 with the first phase of digitization completed within 6 
months. 

 

About the Khayrallah Center 

The Moise A. Khayrallah Center for Lebanese Diaspora Studies is dedicated to research about Lebanese 
immigrants in the U.S. and throughout the World, and to preserving and sharing that knowledge with the 
scholarly community and general public. The Center examines historical and contemporary Lebanese 
immigration in all of its dimensions – social, political, economic, and cultural- through a number of 
endeavors including: a physical and digital archive, digital humanities projects, museum exhibits, a biennial 
conference, and publications, including the academic journal, Mashriq & Mahjar.  
About the Rihani Museum   

The Rihani Museum was founded in 1953 by Albert Rihani to preserve the legacy of his brother, Ameen 
Rihani. It represents a national treasure and a world heritage site. In addition to its significant archival 
collection, the Rihani Museum holds many of Rihani’s personal belongings and other significant objects 
including: art sketches and caricatures drawn by Rihani, oil and watercolor paintings, chalk, Chinese ink 
and pencil portraits, other related works of art, and gifts that he received from world leaders and 
prominent friends.  The Rihani Museum receives regularly men and women of letters, scholars, students 
and other visitors from all over the world.  

About the Ameen Rihani Organization 

The Mission of the Ameen Rihani Organization (based in Washington D.C.) is to support and promote 
activities, publications, and conferences on Rihani’s works, in different parts of the world, particularly in 
the United States. The website of ARO is an interactive tool to enhance awareness and interest around 
the Rihani legacy around the World. The Scholars Desk created by ARO is a significant International 
network of scholars specialized, or interested, in the Rihani’s legacy in literature, philosophy and political 
thought. ARO is founded in order to disseminate and sustain all related cultural activities and projects. 

 


