Worksheet 3.2  Prescriptivist v. Descriptivist – Who’s Who?:   ANSWER KEY
Determine whether the quote or idea aligns more with a prescriptivist ideology or a descriptivist ideology.

	
	Prescriptivist
	Descriptivist
	Why?

	1
	X
	
	The English teacher in the comic did not like how the slogan “Got Milk” was grammatically incorrect.

	2
	X
	
	This flyer is making a statement about language use and how saying “like” sounds stupid.  It tries to tell people to stop talking a certain way.

	3
	
	X
	This shirt encourages people to accept different accents and be proud of them.

	4
	
	X
	This picture shows how different groups of people and regions use language differently.

	5
	X
	
	This book cover shows many situations where people have used English outside of the rules it was prescribed and encourages us to judge those people.

	6
	
	X
	This is a collection of t-shirts that promotes different southern phrases.

	7
	X
	
	This shows the language ideology of someone who thinks language should be followed by a set of rules.

	8
	
	X
	This comic shows how initialisms have become a part of everyday speech and texting.

	9
	X
	
	This man is a prescriptivist because he believes that correct punctuation is important to speaking English – even graffiti.

	10
	
	X
	Lexicographers compile dictionaries to reflect how language is used in everyday life.


