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Below are some new words and phrases that have entered the English language.

What do all of these new words and phrases have in common?  What are they all about?
____they’re all about texting and using your cell phone_______________________________________

Why do you think there is such a rise in new language about this subject?  Why are there so many ways to describe it?

__People are talking about it a lot because we use cell phones a lot now.  And texting is kind of new so we need new ways to talk about all the new things you can do with it.___________________________
Have you heard of any words or phrases others than the ones listed above that define different ways of texting?  List some of them below.

__texties – those are friends who text each other none stop; it comes from besties like best friends______________________________________________________________________________

We have made major advances in technology in the last century that have had a direct impact on our language, the way we use it, and the way we describe the world around us.  List some recent inventions that you think will affect our language now and in the future.

Cell phones, new cars (hybrid), ipads and ipods, the internet, computers and laptops__________

_______________________________________________________________________________
Below you will find new inventions that have not been named yet.  Try your hand at language innovation and change by coming up with a word to name the object.  Focus on its function, design, or relation to other objects.
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___Drip-free_____________             ____Headshield________________       ___Nochoo______________
Was it challenging to come up with a word?  Why or why not?

​​​​​​​​​​​​​​Yes because all I could think of were words that were already used or products that already had names.  It was hard to think up original words._____________________________________________________
Do you think your words would catch on to be used by the rest of the U.S.?  Why or why not?

No, because I don’t think people would understand them.  They are also kind of choppy and cliché.  I don’t think people would find them creative enough.  Plus, the inventions are terrible.___________
What makes words we use now like googled for searching the internet or Kleenex for all tissues so catchy?  Why have they stayed around for so long?  Why has everyone accepted them for the long run?

They have stuck around because people use them so much.  They have become a part of our everyday life and we need them to describe what we’re doing every day.  They are really common now._______
What is the difference between those words and the words you came up with?  What is the difference between the inventions you tried to describe and Google or Kleenexes?   

The difference is that those are inventions that won’t stick around.  They are not useful and will not sell well.  Most people who use Google use it every day and anyone who needs to blow their nose uses a Kleenex or a tissue.  We need those words because we need to use them frequently._______________
DISCUSSION

What are some aspects of culture that are continually changing?

Technology, fashion, politics, celebrities, popular toys, music, beliefs, TV shows, movies, entertainment, etc._________________________________________________________________________________
Do you think that English will continue to adjust and accommodate to these changes in the future?  Why or why not?

Yes, they have to because how else would we describe the new things that come up in our lives.  If we invent something or discover something or a lot of people change the way they think then they have to have new words to talk about their new ideas.______________________________________________
What do you think is the only way that language will stop changing?  Explain.

I think that the only way language will stop changing is if no one speaks the language anymore or if the entire society stops changing, which is impossible.__________________________________________
Why do you think some people oppose these changes to our language?  For example, why do you think they do not like texting language like OMG or LOL?

They don’t like it because it’s not what they’re used to.  They get used to a certain way of speaking and describing things and they don’t like the new way.  It’s just like why so many older people don’t like new technology – because they don’t understand it.______________________________________________
What are some new words that have surfaced in your lifetime that were created to describe something new? 

Frickles (fried pickles), ROFL (roll on the floor laughing), bling-bling (expensive accessories), sketch ball (someone who is unpredictable)_________________________________________________________
Which ones have stuck around?

Whatever, jerk, cool____________________________________________________________________
Which ones are already considered uncool, overused, or not used anymore at all?

__fly, cool beans, as if, goober_________________________________________________________

Why do you think some have stuck around and some have disappeared?

I think the ones that have stuck around are used a lot and aren’t very specific.  They are the words that can describe just about anything with that one word or people need it to describe something that happens to them a lot or something they see a lot._______________________________________
Message Anxiety


The act of pausing, freezing up, dreading or avoiding the viewing of a text message that you fear might be bad, negative, or of major importance for you.


EX:  Hey, Mike, I just got a message from that girl I met last night.  I’ve got message anxiety – open it for me.





Textject


When someone fails to respond to a text message either deliberately or accidentally; a combination of text and reject


EX:  “He never responded to my text last night!”  “You got textjected!”





Ridin’ Qwerty


Texting while driving where it’s illegal; taken from the rap song “Ridin’ Dirty”


EX:  Hey, I really don’t think you should be ridin’ qwerty anymore – it’s too dangerous.








