Worksheet 4.1 Where are you?







              Group 1
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List four countries you know that speak English as one of their primary languages below.  Please circle them on the map above.  

1. ___________________________
2.  _____________________________

3.  ____________________________
4.  _____________________________

Does each of these countries speak English the same way?  How are they different?  How are they similar?  What words have you heard from these different varieties of English?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think they speak the same language so differently?  (Pay attention to the map)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Try to speak like people from each of the countries.

Who in your group do you think has the best imitation? _______________________________________

What do they do well?  What kinds of features do they use to sound like a native speaker?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Name four different regions in the United States that you think speak differently from each other.  Circle the regions on the map above.

1. ____________________________
      2.  ______________________________

3.   ____________________________
      4.   ______________________________

How are the dialects different from the way you speak?  How are they similar?  Do you know any words or phrases that they use?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think they speak differently from each other?  (Pay attention to the map)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Try to speak like people from each of the regions.
Who in your group do you think does the best imitations? _____________________________________

What do they do well?  What kinds of features do they use to sound like a native speaker?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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There are regions of North Carolina that speak differently from each other as well.  Two of these regions are the mountains and the Outer Banks.  Listed below are some vocabulary words each region uses that are unique to their speech community.

Look at the words in the “Mountains” box.  What do most of them have in common?  What are the words about?  Based on their location, why would this community come up with their own words for these things?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Look at the words in the “Outer Banks” box.  What do most of them have in common?  What are the words about?  Based on their location, why would this community come up with their own words for these things?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Look at the last word in both lists.  Why do you think these two communities have different words for the same meaning (ghosts)?  (Think about location)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
DISCUSSION

1. Think about every example you have been given:  varying dialects of English in different countries, unique ways of speaking American English in regions of the United States, and distinctive language varieties in the state of North Carolina.  What do all of these examples have in common?  What is the common reason for the different ways their use of English has evolved?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. What kinds of geographic features separate the countries we’ve discussed?  The different regions of the United States?  The communities in North Carolina?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who do people from each of these examples have the most social contact with?  Who do they associate with and talk to most?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

4. Who changes language?  Why do they change their language?  What about a community’s social interactions and geographic surroundings encourage them to adapt their language?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Mountains


Shimmy – to climb


Brow – edge or cliff of a mountain


Stob – piece of wood


Holler – land between mountains that can be farmed


Haint – a ghost 





Outer Banks


Quamish – a sick feeling in ones stomach


Dingbatter – a tourist


Jimmy – a male crab


Slick cam – smooth water; very still water


Toten – a ghost 








