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Worksheet 4.2 Speak like me… Or else.






              Group 2
After the last Indian war in 1890, most Native Americans were forced by the U.S. government to live on reservations and assimilate into American culture.  This meant that they could not practice their own religions, were required to wear American clothes, were assigned new English names, and had to groom and cut their hair to look more American.  This was called the “civilizing” process.  Indian children were required to attend American boarding schools.  They were no longer allowed to speak their native language or they would be punished.
Assign the person to your right a new Indian name.  You must call them those names for the rest of the activity.  List the names you came up with below:
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Consider:  How does it feel to have someone decide what your name is after you’ve spent so long with another one?  How does it feel to have someone else have that type of control over you?

Native Americans were not allowed to speak their native language.  They were forced to speak English only.  If Indian students wanted to be successful in their schools, they had to speak English.  This means that English was the privileged language in this situation.

Can you think of any examples of privileging English over other languages today?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

In what situations is English the most prestigious language?  How does it encourage other speakers to lose their native language?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
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Above are two different conversations Josh had in one day.  In the first conversation Josh is talking to his brother.  In the second he is talking to his boss.  Notice how different Josh’s speech is from one conversation is to the other.

Describe how Josh’s speech with his boss compares to his speech with his brother.  How are they different?  How would you describe each way of speaking?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think Josh speaks differently with his boss as opposed to his brother?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What kinds of benefits does Josh get from speaking Standard English with Mr. Park?  In what ways do you benefit by speaking Standard English in certain situations?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

How would Mr. Park react if Josh spoke to him the way he does with his brother?  Do you think Josh would have gotten the job in the first place?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What is the most prestigious way to speak in this situation?  What kind of people speak like Mr. Park?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________


Martha’s Vineyard is an island off the coast of Massachusetts.  Well-known for its perfect summer weather and relaxing beaches, the Vineyard has attracted many tourists.  While the year-round population (locals who stay on the island all year long) is only 15,000, the summer population swells as high as 75,000.  Like many tourist locations, locals of Martha’s Vineyard want to differentiate themselves from tourists and the wealthy summertime visitors.  One way they do this is through language.  A sociolinguistic study conducted in 1963 by William Labov found that locals emphasize and exaggerate their pronunciations to set themselves apart from tourists.  For example, they would pronounce right as r-a-ight and loud as l-e-oud.  Tourists who do not use this pronunciation are then classified as outsiders and, therefore, less accepted and esteemed by the local community.

What is the privileged language variety on this island?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

How did the language variety evolve?  What encouraged locals to accentuate their speech?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
What is the disfavored language variety on the island?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

How is this similar to examples of language privileging with the Native Americans and with Josh and Mr. Park?  How is it different?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Can you think of any examples today of privileging a nonstandard variety over Standard English?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
DISCUSSION

As you’ve observed in the three examples above, what is one way to isolate other people?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

How does this isolation influence people to change their speech and adjust to the language used in different situations?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

How would you respond to someone who said that “only Standard English is privileged and esteemed in the United States”?
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
Think of the different situations you encounter in your life.  What way of speaking do you respect the most when you’re talking to your friends outside of school?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
What words, phrases, pronunciations or grammar could they use that would make them seem like an outsider or not cool?

                 _____________________________________________________________________________​

  ​​​​ _____________________________________________________________________________​

Who decides what language is respected and privileged in different situations?  Is it one person or a group of people?  What do they people have to possess to enforce this way of speaking?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
A current example of language privileging in the United States is English versus Spanish.  Which language is privileged in institutions like school, hospitals, court, militaries, etc.?  How is it affecting Spanish?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Josh talks with his boss, Mr. Park


Josh:  Hello, Mr. Park.  How are you today, sir?


Mr. Park:  I’m fine.  How are you, Josh?


Josh:  I’m doing well.  How was your family vacation last week?


Mr. Park:  It was great.  Thanks for asking.  How was your weekend?


Josh:  It was really fun.  I was able to spend a lot of time with my brother fishing.


Mr. Park:  Fantastic!  I love fishing.  How often do you go?


Josh:  I go as much as I can, sir.  I love it.





Josh talks with his brother, Sterling


Josh:  Hey man, wassup?


Sterling:  Nothin’ man, whatchu doin’?


Josh:  Jus’ chillin’.  I got mad work to do tonight, bro.


Sterling:  I feel that.  You always be at that computer, man.


Josh:  Right?  I’m ready to be up out dis job, I’ll tell you dat.


Sterling:  Yeah, you busy all the time.


Josh:  I know.  I ain’t never workin’ again in my life, bro.











