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Below are some new words and phrases that have entered the English language.

What do all of these new words and phrases have in common?  What are they all about?
_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

Why do you think there is such a rise in new language about this subject?  Why are there so many ways to describe it?

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

Have you heard of any words or phrases others than the ones listed above that define different ways of texting?  List some of them below.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

We have made major advances in technology in the last century that have had a direct impact on our language, the way we use it, and the way we describe the world around us.  List some recent inventions that you think will affect our language now and in the future.

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

Below you will find new inventions that have not been named yet.  Try your hand at language innovation and change by coming up with a word to name the object.  Focus on its function, design, or relation to other objects.
[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]



___​​____________________             _____________________________       _______________________
Was it challenging to come up with a word?  Why or why not?

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

Do you think your words would catch on to be used by the rest of the U.S.?  Why or why not?

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

What makes words we use now like googled for searching the internet or Kleenex for all tissues so catchy?  Why have they stayed around for so long?  Why has everyone accepted them for the long run?

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

What is the difference between those words and the words you came up with?  What is the difference between the inventions you tried to describe and Google or Kleenexes?   

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

_____________________________________________ _______________________________________

DISCUSSION

What are some aspects of culture that are continually changing?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think that English will continue to adjust and accommodate to these changes in the future?  Why or why not? _____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think is the only way that language will stop changing?  Explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think some people oppose these changes to our language?  For example, why do you think they do not like texting language like OMG or LOL?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What are some new words that have surfaced in your lifetime that were created to describe something new? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Which ones have stuck around?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Which ones are already considered uncool, overused, or not used anymore at all?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Why do you think some have stuck around and some have disappeared?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Message Anxiety


The act of pausing, freezing up, dreading or avoiding the viewing of a text message that you fear might be bad, negative, or of major importance for you.


EX:  Hey, Mike, I just got a message from that girl I met last night.  I’ve got message anxiety – open it for me.





Textject


When someone fails to respond to a text message either deliberately or accidentally; a combination of text and reject


EX:  “He never responded to my text last night!”  “You got textjected!”





Ridin’ Qwerty


Texting while driving where it’s illegal; taken from the rap song “Ridin’ Dirty”


EX:  Hey, I really don’t think you should be ridin’ qwerty anymore – it’s too dangerous.








