4.4 No hablas español?  Think again.






              Group 4
Read the story below and circle all of the words that you think came from a Spanish origin.
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One year my amigos and I went on a long trip across the country.  We started in California and traveled all the way to Florida.  We loved the breeze in our hair and the feeling of being free.  Our first stop was in Nevada.  We found a local hotel and stayed in one of the cabanas they had.  We heard that there was a rodeo in town so we threw on our ponchos and made our way out to the show.  We were all having a good time watching the men lasso up the bulls until this real macho guy walked up to us and “you’re in my seat, buckaroo.”  He was smoking a huge cigar and blew the smoke all over my face.  I couldn’t believe he had the nerve to be so rude, so I took my barbecue sandwich and my friend’s chili dog and smeared them on his brand new leather jacket.  Right before he could grab me, my friends and I bolted.  We ran all the way back to our car and drove back to the hotel.  We were so afraid that the guy would lead a crusade that night to find us that we stayed in the hotel and ordered room service.  We had a feast that night in celebration of our escape.  We ate quesadillas, mashed potatoes, and swirled chocolate and vanilla ice cream.
After you have completed the activity, ask your teacher for a list of all the words that came from a Spanish origin.  Make corrections to your worksheet and circle all the words that you missed.

Which words did you get correct?  How did you know they were of Spanish origin?  What about them clued you in?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Which words did you miss?  Why didn’t you think they were of Spanish origin?  What about them makes them seem more English to you?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

We have borrowed many words from the Spanish language and changed them to fit our language, pronunciations, spellings, etc.  Hypothesize about the different ways you think we have come to acquire so many words of Spanish origin in the past and up to the present:

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

When two languages come into contact so frequently, like Spanish and English, the two often mix to produce a language variety combining features of both languages.  Below are some examples of the blending of Spanish and English, also known as Spanglish.
	Spanish
	+
	English
	=
	Spanglish

	Empujar
	+
	To push
	=
	Puchar

	Charlar
	+
	To chat
	=
	Chatear

	Camioneta
	+
	Pickup truck
	=
	Troca

	Mercado
	+
	Market
	=
	Marketa


Are there any words that you use that are of Spanish origin or have Spanish features ?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

In the United States, it seems that many words from English are being incorporated into Spanish.  Why do you think that more English words are being used in Spanish than more Spanish words being integrated into English?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think that English and Spanish will continue borrowing words from each other and continuing to incorporate each other’s languages into one another’s?  Why?  (Think geographically)

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think that English and Spanish in the United States will eventually merge to create a new language or do you think that one or the other will die out?  Why do you think so?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

Through language contact the English language vocabulary is constantly updated and reflecting changes in knowledge and understanding that occur over time.  Many times, other languages have a way of describing or naming something that we can’t find the perfect words for in English.

Below are some words that originated in English and some words that originated in other languages that we use in English.  Because borrowing words from other languages help us to express ourselves more articulately, define each word the best way you know how noting the subtle differences between the two.

	Origin
	Originated in English
	Borrowed from Latin

	Word
	Climb
	Ascend

	Definition
	
	

	Origin
	Originated in English
	Borrowed  from French

	Word
	House
	Mansion

	Definition
	
	

	Origin
	Originated in English
	Borrowed from French

	Word
	Doom
	Judgment

	Definition
	
	


What are some advantages to borrowing words and features of other languages to use in our own?
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

DISCUSSION

As technology continues to enable the world to communicate more easily across states, countries, and continents, how do you think our language will be affected?  What kinds of changes do you think will occur?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Are you excited about the possibility of incorporating different features of other languages into ours or hesitant?  Why do you feel either way?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

More and more people across the world are beginning to learn English and incorporate it into their language.  It has become the “global language.”  Do you think this is a good thing or a bad thing? Why?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think will happen to other languages around the world as they are exposed to more and more English?  Do you think the languages will reject English, incorporate it into their own language, or abandon their language and use English instead?  Explain.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you think it depends on the culture, the people, the community, their social status?  What characteristics would make them more or less likely to adopt English?

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________
