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Worksheet 4.3 Gee Whiz!  What’d you call that?!




              Group 3

What is this a picture of?


____a light bulb______


What do you use on the wall to turn these on?


___a switch_______





What sport is he playing?


__basketball________


What is it called when he throws the ball into the basket with both hands touching the rim?


__slam dunk_________





What is this?


___hat____________


What kind is it?


_baseball / NY Yankees





What is this?


__a hot dog________


What’s another word for it?


wiener, frank, dog, coney





Can you remember when the light bulb was invented?  Or when basketball became a sport?  Or when baseball hats began to be worn by everyone?  Or when hot dogs became so popular?


The answer to these questions is probably no.  Even so, you have adopted the language to describe them as if they were always there.  However, there was a time in the English language when none of these words existed because the object or action or concept itself did not exist.


Try to think of new words to describe the things above.  If you can think of any, list them below.


������������_____________________________________________________________________________________


Is it difficult?  Why was it so difficult?


Yes, it’s difficult because we’ve been saying the words so long that it’s hard to think of them as anything else.  It seems like they’ve always been called that and always existed.___________________________


Who created the words to describe these new objects and games in our lives?


__the people who invented them and the people who talk about them____________________________


Would it be possible to describe the world around us in the future if we could not invent new language or allow it to change?  Why or why not?


No because things are always changing like technology and culture.  If we didn’t have new words we couldn’t describe what was going on or what changes were happening.  We would only have our old words to talk about new things.��_______________________________________________________








