Worksheet 6.6:  Indian (Asian) English






              Group 5
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Indian Americans are American citizens who were born or have ancestors from the country of India.  They are also referred to as Asian Indians so that they do not get confused with American Indians who are native to North America.  Beginning in the late 1960s and 1970s, there has been a lot of immigration from India to the United States, Canada, and Britain.  In general, Indian culture emphasizes on achievement and personal responsibility in order to represent their family and community well.  Indian Americans can be of many religions including Hindu, Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Judaism, etc.  In regards to language, English is widely spoken in India among profession classes and the educated.  It is a secondary official language of the country while Hindi is the official language.  English continues to be used in the country for official uses.  This wide exposure to English has had a direct impact on Indian English and has helped shape the language variety it is today.
There are many language features that define Indian English.  One of the first is lexical items, vocabulary, or certain words that many Indian Americans use.  Many Indian Americans use these words while they are speaking English.  This is called code-switching because the speaker is using both English and Hindi.  Below are examples of these words.   

Words
	Word
	Definition
	Sentence

	Film-otsav
	Film festival
	“Are you going to that film-otsav this weekend?”

	Sammelan

	conference
	“I can’t.  I have to go to the linguistic sammelan.”

	Finger chips

	French fries
	“I’m too full to eat my finger chips, do you want them?”

	Kala

	Art
	“Did you see the beautiful kala at the museum last night?”

	Cutcheri
	Concert
	“The orchestra at that cutcheri was fantastic.”


Can you think of any other words you have heard that you associate with Indian English?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sounds

Indian English also has certain phonological features, which simply means different ways of pronouncing words, which are different from other ethnic language varieties.  Below is an example in Indian English.

	Feature
	Standard English
	Indian English
	Explanation

	u - oo
	Foot (like the “u” in “put”)
Input


	Foot (like the “oo” in “food”)
Inpoot (like the “oo” in “boo”)
	Many Indian Americans pronounce the “u” sound like the “u” in “put,” and “soot” with the “oo” sound like in “food” and “boo.”  Say these words out loud to best understand.


This is just one of the many phonological patterns that many Indian English speakers follow, even though many do not know they are doing it systematically, just like other speakers of ethnic language varieties.

Grammar
Indian English has many different language structures that are different from Standard English as well.  One example of a grammatical feature of Indian English is below.

	Feature
	Standard English
	Indian English
	Explanation

	Tag questions
	You said you’ll do the job, right?
They said they would be here, didn’t they?
	You said you’ll do the job, isn’t it?
They said they would be here, isn’t it?
	In Standard English tag questions are used like “right?” or “didn’t they?” to tack on to the end of a question.  In Indian English, speakers use the tag questions “isn’t it?”  In Indian English this is a ways to be polite to the person with which you’re speaking.


Once again, Indian English speakers follow these rules and use these patterns in their speech.  Through this language they are able to identify other speakers of their ethnicity by more than how they look.
Have you ever heard Indian English speakers use this grammatical form or the pronunciation used above?  Did you know what they meant, how they were used, or that they had a pattern?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

