Worksheet 6.5:  Jamaican English






              Group 4
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Jamaica is an island in the Caribbean Sea that is south of Florida and Cuba.  Jamaican is an English-speaking country just like the United States; however, their language is very different from Standard English here.   Their language has become widely known through the spread of reggae music.  For example, you might have heard of Bob Marley, who was a reggae singer who was born in Jamaica and spoke Jamaican English.  The majority of Jamaica’s population is made up of those of with African ancestry.  Jamaicans with multiracial ancestry have roots from groups like the Lebanese, Syrian, English, Scottish, Irish, and German; however, most mixed-race individuals identify themselves simply as “Jamaican.”  Since Jamaicans are English speakers, but have their own language variety, their language features combine to form Jamaican English.
There are many language features that define Jamaican English.  One of the first is lexical items, vocabulary, or certain words that many African Americans use or first originated in Jamaican English.  Below are examples of these words. 

Words
	Word
	Definition
	Sentence

	Bafan
	Clumsy; awkward
	“John trips over everything ‘cause he’s so bafan.”

	Winjy


	Thin and sickly looking
	“Why do you look so winjy today?  You have the flu?”

	Hard ears

	Stubborn; doesn’t listen
	“I tried to tell him she was trouble but he has hard ears.”

	Dogheart

	A person who is especially cold and cruel
	“We broke up because he is a dogheart and doesn’t care about anybody.”

	Su-su
	Gossip; sound of whispering
	“I heard the su-su about you and your family.”


Can you think of any other words you have heard that you associate with Jamaican English?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sounds

Jamaican English also has certain phonological features, which simply means different ways of pronouncing words, which are different from other ethnic language varieties.  Below is an example in Jamaican English.

	Feature
	Standard English
	JAMAICAN ENGLISH
	Explanation

	h-dropping
	hair
house

hat
	_air
_ouse

_at
	Many times when a word begins with an “h” sound, Jamaicans will drop the “h” sound altogether and not pronounce it at all.
Example:  “I went to the -ouse to get my -at and it wasn’t there.”


This is just one of the many phonological patterns that many Jamaican English speakers follow, even though many do not know they are doing it systematically, just like other speakers of ethnic language varieties.

Grammar
Jamaican English has many different language structures that are different from Standard English as well.  An example of a grammatical feature of Jamaican English is below.

	Feature
	Standard English
	Jamaican English
	Explanation

	First Person Singular pronoun
	I want to see you.
I saw him over there.

I got sunglasses today.
	Me want to see you.
Me saw him over there.

Me got sunglasses today.
	In Standard English some of our pronouns (words that refer to someone or something) are “I,” “you,” “he,” “we,” “they,” etc.  In Jamaican English speakers use “me” for the singular pronoun “I.”


Once again, Jamaican English speakers follow these rules and use these patterns in their speech. Through this language they are able to identify other speakers of their ethnicity by more than how they look.
Have you ever heard Jamaican English speakers use this grammatical form or the pronunciation used above?  Did you know what they meant, how they were used, or that they had a pattern?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
