Worksheet 6.4:  Jewish English







              Group 3
[image: image1.png]


Jewish Americans are American citizens or residents that are of the Jewish faith and/or Jewish ethnicity.  Most of their ancestors emigrated from Central and Eastern Europe.  The Jewish American community in the United States is the second largest Jewish community in the world after Israel.  Jewish Americans can identify themselves within this identity in three ways:  religiously Jewish, culturally Jewish, or both.  Those who identify themselves as religiously Jewish typically practice Judaism, a religion based on the old testament of the Bible believing that Jesus was not a savior.  They, therefore, do not follow the teaching of the New Testament of the Bible.  Those who identify as culturally Jewish recognize their ancestry, take part in cultural aspects of the social group like food and other traditions, but do not practice Judaism.  Regardless of this divide, there are still many similarities in the language use of Jewish Americans which constitutes the language variety of Jewish English.

There are many language features that define Jewish English.  One of the first is lexical items, vocabulary, or certain words that many Jewish Americans use in Jewish English.  Below are examples of these words. 
Words
	Word
	Definition
	Sentence

	Maven
	Expert
	“If you’re having trouble with the internet, ask Jimmy.  He’s a computer maven.”

	Schlock


	Junk
	“You really need to clean up around here.  You have more schlock than a junkyard.”

	Mensch


	Decent person
	“Don’t worry about her.  She’s a mensch.  She’ll treat you right.”

	Tchotchke


	Nerd
	“This tchotchke walks up to me to see if I want play chess with him.  Um, no!”

	Kibitz
	To observe, as in a card game, and give unwanted advice
	“Would you stop all that kibitzing?  I can’t focus with you whispering in my ear.”


Can you think of any other words you have heard that you associate with African American English?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sounds

Jewish English also has certain phonological features, which simply means different ways of pronouncing words, which are different from other ethnic language varieties.  Below is an example in Jewish English.

	Feature
	Standard English
	Jewish English
	Explanation

	g – k
	sing
fling
ding
	sink 

flink
dink
	Many times when a word ends in a “g” sound, Jewish English speakers will substitute it for a “k” sound.
Example:  “I started to sink once I heard the oven dink.”


This is just one of the many phonological patterns that many Jewish English speakers follow, even though many do not know they are doing it systematically, just like other speakers of ethnic language varieties.

Grammar
Jewish English has many different language structures that are different from Standard English as well.  An example of a grammatical feature of Jewish English is below.

	Feature
	Standard English
	Jewish English
	Explanation

	Diminutive suffix -chik
	Look at that little boy!
She is a sweet doggy!

Look at his little hand.
	Look at that boychik!
She is a sweet dogchik!

Look at his handchik.
	A diminutive suffix is what speakers put on the end of words to express something that is small or little.  In Standard English we sometimes use a suffix of “y” such as in “doggy” and “missy.”  Jewish English uses a diminutive suffix of “-chik” to describe something that is little or small.


Once again, Jewish English speakers follow these rules and use these patterns in their speech.  Through this language they are able to identify other speakers of their ethnicity by more than how they look.
Have you ever heard Jewish English speakers use this grammatical form or the pronunciation used above?  Did you know what they meant, how they were used, or that they had a pattern?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
