Worksheet 6.3:  Hispanic English






              Group 2
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Hispanic or Latino Americans are Americans that have ancestry in Spanish-speaking countries of Latin America (Central and South America) or Spain.  Since Hispanic Americans come from many different countries, and even continents, they are an extremely diverse population with many different nationalities.  They or their descendants can be from Mexico, Cuba, Spain, Puerto Rico, Costa Rica, Dominican Republic, etc.  They are the second largest ethnic group in the United States.  Members of this ethnicity typically come from Spanish-speaking ancestors or even speak it themselves.  Hispanic Americans might only speak Spanish, be bilingual (speak English and Spanish), or only speak English but have family members who speak Spanish.  They might understand Spanish but not be able to speak it.  This language contact has an obvious impact on most Hispanic American’s language use and the ethnicity’s language variety. 
There are many language features that define Hispanic English.  One of the first is lexical items, vocabulary, or certain words that many Hispanics.  Many of these words originated from the contact between English and Spanish.  Below are examples of these words.
Words
	Word
	Definition
	Origin

	Suceso
	success
	In Spanish, “suceso“ means “event” but it is used in Hispanic English as “success” because it is so similar to the English word.

	Serioso


	Serious
	In Spanish, serious is “serio,

” but due to English influence, Hispanic English speakers use “serioso.”

	Actualmente


	Actually; in fact
	In Spanish, “actualmente” means “currently,” but it is used in Hispanic English as “actually” because it is so similar to the English word.


Can you think of any other words you have heard that you associate with Hispanic English?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

Sounds

Hispanic English also has certain phonological features, which simply means different ways of pronouncing words, which are different from other ethnic language varieties.  Below is an example in Hispanic English.

	Feature
	Standard English
	Hispanic English
	Explanation

	v - f
	love
have
wives
	lof

haf
wifes
	Many times when a word ends with a sound like “v” sound, speakers of Hispanic English will use an “f” sound instead.

Example:  “I haf a girl who I lof to spend time with.”


This is just one of the many phonological patterns that many Hispanic English speakers follow, even though many do not know they are doing it systematically, just like other speakers of ethnic language varieties.

Grammar
Hispanic English has many different language structures that are different from Standard English as well.  One example of a grammatical feature of Hispanic English is below.

	Feature
	Standard English
	Hispanic English
	Explanation

	Reported Speech
	I asked her “Why did you do that?”
She asked John “Did you kiss her?”
	I told her “Why did you do that?”
She told John “Did you kiss her?”
	Hispanic English speakers use “tell” to introduce questions instead of “ask.”


Hispanic English speakers follow these rules and use these patterns consistently in their speech.  Through this language they are able to identify other speakers of their ethnicity by more than how they look.
Have you ever heard Hispanic English speakers use this grammatical form or the pronunciation used above?  Did you know how they were used or that they had a pattern?

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________
