Worksheet 6.1 – Members Only
Your ethnicity: __Scots-Irish (European American)____________________________
ETHNICITY CHECKLIST

	
	YES
	NO
	Describe

	· Were you born into this ethnicity?
	X
	
	I was born European American.

	· Were your ancestors this ethnicity?
	X
	
	My ancestors are from Scotland.

	· Do you look like people of this ethnicity?
	X
	
	I have freckles, blue eyes and brown hair.  I’m also really white.

	· Do you share the same values as the people of ethnicity?
	X
	
	We’re Christian and we value hard work and we are really conservative.

	· Do you behave similarly to the people of this ethnicity?
	
	X
	I don’t think that all European Americans act the same way.

	· Do you spend most of your time with people of this ethnicity?
	
	X
	I spend a lot of time with African Americans and also with other white people that aren’t of European descent.  Plus I spend no time with the Scottish.

	· Do you speak the same language as people of this ethnicity?
	X
	
	Yes, I speak English.

	· Do you speak like other people of this ethnicity?
	
	X
	A lot of European Americans are all over the US and speak really differently.

	· Do you consider yourself a part of this ethnicity?
	X
	
	I think I am Eurpoean American.

	· Do other people consider you a part of this ethnicity? 
	X
	
	I think they do when I’m here in the US but I don’t know if they’d consider me Scots-Irish in Scotland.


What defines ethnicity?

YOUR ETHNICITY CHECKLIST
	Most Important Criteria or New Criteria
	YES
	NO

	· Your ancestors have to be from the ethnicity you claim.  You have to have that heritage.

	X
	

	·  You have to speak the language your ethnicity speaks now, even if it’s different from what your ancestors spoke.

	X
	

	·  You have to consider yourself a part of that ethnicity.

	X
	


Why do you think the points on the checklist you made are so important to defining ethnicity?

I think the most important thing is you have to identify yourself as part of that ethnicity because it is just other people classifying you and you don’t believe it then you aren’t going to act or talk or value the same things as that ethnicity anyway.  I think you should speak the language too or else you can’t communicate with that ethnicity.  Finally, I think that you have to have some roots with that ethnicity or you are just someone who wants to be part of or association with that ethnicity or social group, but you aren’t actually part of it.​​​​​​​________________________________________________________________
Why did you exclude some of the other criteria?  Why was it not necessary to defining ethnicity?

I excluded behaving like that ethnicity because I think that varies too much between individuals.  Even if that ethnicity has common values, not everyone is going to carry that out in the same way.  Individuals will continue to act how they want to regardless of what ethnicity they’re in.​​​______________________
Why is ethnicity so hard to define? 
It is hard because everybody is so different.  If you say all people who have olive skin and dark hair are of a Hispanic ethnicity then you find out that they don’t speak any Spanish and their ancestors have been here longer than mine have, you start to wonder if they really are that ethnicity.  If ethnicity is socially constructed and people are the ones who define it then it’s always going to be subjective.____________
