Day 2:  What’s my language ideology? (~70 minutes)
Purpose:  This lesson encourages critical thinking about subconscious and preexisting understandings and attitudes (ideologies) students might have about language.  Students will address their own stereotypes and recognize that everyone has certain ways of thinking about language.  They will also reflect on the origin and effect of those beliefs.  Students will confront some of these convictions about spoken language.

North Carolina Standard Course of Study Objectives:

1.02 Respond reflectively (individually and in groups) to a variety of expressive texts (e.g., memoirs, vignettes, narratives, diaries, monologues, personal responses)

3.02 Express an informed opinion

3.03 Support that informed opinion
5.01 Read and analyze various literary works by:

· determining a character's traits from his/her actions, speech, appearance, or what others say about him or her.
Materials:
· “Would you rather…” PowerPoint
· “Would you rather…” Worksheet/Example Worksheet
· “Shoes Clues” PowerPoint
· “Shoes Clues” Worksheet/Example Worksheet
· Letter Template

· Journal Reflection – Language Ideologies

· “Line in the Sand” Word List

· Language Ideologies video clips (1:42)
Key Ideas:

1. Everyone has immediate and unconscious responses to language, which form the basis of their language ideology.
2. There are many dimensions to language ideology, including perceptions of the attractiveness of a language, assumptions about those who use different ways of speaking, and the way language should be used.  Underlying such assumptions are assumptions about groups of language users – language is merely a vehicle for larger social bias and stereotyping.
3. Language ideologies form over years of personal experience and influence from social groups.

4. Stereotypes about language use can negatively affect our relationship with those around us and cause us to assume false information about individuals.
Background:  Since language is acquired naturally from infancy, very few of us ever take a close look at a skill that comes so easily to us.  English is such a commonly used form of communication that we often take for granted all that we know and think about it.  The fact is that we all have deep-seated beliefs about what language is and how language should be used, what we consider right and wrong, and who we think should talk in what ways; however, many of us have never studied language so we have a lot of misconceptions about it.  Language ideology is defined as “ingrained, unquestioned beliefs about the way the world is, the ways it should be, and the way it has to be with respect to language” (Wolfram & Schilling-Estes 2006).  These ideas can even include ideas about how intelligent a language or dialect sounds or whether a language sounds beautiful.  It is beneficial to explore our own beliefs about language to address how these unconscious beliefs may contribute to prejudice or stereotyping and begin to be more consciously aware of how these attitudes affect our relationship with those around us.
Activity #1:  Line in the Sand (~10 minutes)
(6 minutes)

If possible, create a line on the floor in the front of the classroom.  Have students line up on this real or imaginary line in no specific order.  Explain to the students that you will read out loud two different ways of pronouncing the same word.  If students believe that the first pronunciation is the correct way then they should move to the left side of the room.  If students believe that the second pronunciation is correct then they should move to the right side of the room.  If students believe that both are correct then they should stay on the line in the middle of the room.

See Activity Word List 2.1 “Line in the Sand” for the list of words to be read.  Ask students to move quickly and silently.  As students move back and forth based on their decisions, make note of any pronunciations that are deemed by all students to be correct or incorrect.

(4 minutes)

After students have completed the activity ask them to sit back down in their seats.  Ask students how we determine which pronunciation is right or wrong.  Many students might reference a teacher or the dictionary.  Explain that as we grow up we form many different beliefs about language and how it should work, how it should be spoken, etc.  This is called our language ideology.  Tell students to turn to the “Journal Reflection – Language Ideologies” in their workbook.  Have students write down what they have learned so far about language ideologies:  what they are, how we develop them, etc.  Explain that as the lesson goes on, students should be thinking about language ideologies and their different aspects.  What makes up a language ideology?  The ways we think about what things?
Activity#2:  Shoes Clues (~15 minutes)
(2 minutes)

Review with students about lesson 1.1 and how we evaluate writers and speakers based on text and speech.  Ask them to recall what kinds of characteristics we guessed about the different pieces of writing we saw and voices we heard (e.g., ethnicity, gender, general age, and region).  Ask them next to share what types of features of writing and speech we used to form those hypotheses (e.g., diction, spelling, grammar, intonation, accent, content, etc).  Look back to Worksheet 1.1 Answer Key to guide the recall discussion.
(10 minutes)

After students have shared their responses, explain that we also make assumptions daily about characteristics other than ethnicity, gender, age, or region.  We judge the personality and lifestyle of individuals based on many different aspects of their life.  One of the ways we categorize people without even speaking to them is by their clothing – specifically, their shoes.  Explain that students will now be presented with a variety of shoes and they are to identify the type of person they believe would wear a particular shoe.  This activity will be completed on worksheet 2.1 “Shoes Clues” with the according PowerPoint.  Emphasize that students should write down their first impressions of the type of person who wears the shoe.  There is no right or wrong answer.

Give students 15 – 30 seconds with each picture.  This should be based on an initial reaction and not deep contemplation.

After students have completed their tables, go back through the pictures quickly and have students call out their responses to each picture.  This should not be a discussion but a chance for students to share their replies.

(3 minutes)

Finally, have students answer the three questions at the bottom of the worksheet individually.  They should reflect on these questions as they will parallel to later activities concerning judgments about language.
Activity #3:  Would you rather… (~20 minutes)
(10 minutes)

Explain that just as we make assumptions about individuals’ personalities, lifestyles, and social groups based on shoes, we also do this with language.  There are a variety of features in language that trigger us to jump to conclusions about who people are based solely on the way they talk.  Tell the students that in the next activity they will be playing a game called “Would you rather…”  They will be presented with two sounds clips of different people talking.  Then they will be asked to choose one of those speakers based on the situation with which they are presented.  For example, would you rather go on a road trip with speaker 1 or speaker 2?  
Be explicit that students are not to fill out the last column in the table on worksheet 2.2 “Would you rather…” as they play the game.  They only need to check the Speaker 1 or Speaker 2 column based on their decision and write down 2-3 words describing, in their own words, the type of speech used by each speaker.  Explain that this can be things like “Northern,” “Valley girl talk,”  “country,” etc.
Using PowerPoint “Would You Rather…” go through each slide playing both speakers for the class.  If necessary, play the clips twice.  To access the sound clips, double-click on the icons on each slide.
(5 minutes)

After students have made it through all of the slides, have the students go back through their decisions and fill out column three independently.  Have them reflect on what about the speech made someone more or less suitable for the situation.  Make sure they are focusing on both speakers and what made each of them the better/worse choice.

(5 minutes)

Have students break up into small groups of 3 – 4 students.  Let students share their decisions on each “Would You Rather…” situation, how they described the speech of the speakers, and why they found one speaker more appealing than the other depending on the circumstances.  Finally, have students guide their discussion by reflecting on the questions on the last slide.
If there is time, as a class, reflect on the last question:  “What is dangerous about making these assumptions?”

Sample Responses:  If we assume that everyone who speaks Appalachian English is uneducated or that everyone who speaks like they’re from the North is aggressive and rude, then we run the risk of stereotyping people without actually getting to know them.  Language is a part of our identity, but it does not define our personality or demeanor.  Stereotypes attempt to provide a simplified definition of an entire group of people that could never represent their diversity and depth.

Also, remind students to be continually adding onto the journal reflection about language ideologies anything more that they have gathered about language ideologies, how they are reflected in our attitudes about language, how they have been constructed in our lives over time, etc. 

Activity #4:  What’d You Say? (~15 minutes)
(5 minutes)

Throughout the lesson, students have been investigating their own personal language ideologies.  Their beliefs about the perceived beauty of certain languages, the stereotypes they hold for different dialects and accents, and the way they believe language should be used.  They will now have the opportunity to listen to the language ideologies of others.
Students will listen to two different video clips (~1:40 total) of specific language ideologies of dialects in the North and in the South.  Allow the students to watch both clips twice to get a real understanding of what the interviewees are saying.  As they listen, encourage students to think about what assumptions the individuals are making about language, how it used, how it should be used, and the type of people that have different dialects or accents from themselves.  Students should note these assumptions and aspects of language ideologies in their journal reflections as they listen and watch the clips.
(10 minutes)

After the students watch the videos, ask them to choose one of the individuals to write a letter to.  Have the students use the “What’d You Say?” Letter Template to write their letters.  Tell them to follow the guidelines listed on the front side of the Letter Template:

· Explain to the individual whether you agree with them or not.

· Explain why you agree or disagree.  

· Choose two or three points the individual made that you disagree or agree with.

· Based on those two or three points, use personal experience, logic, or other forms of evidence to defend why you agree or disagree with them.  

· You may use this evidence to defend your argument or contradict their argument.

After students have finished their letters, ask them to spend any extra time they have adding any final thoughts they may have learned from the video clips onto their journal reflections about language ideologies.
Activity #5:  Group Discussion (~10 minutes)
Students should by now have come to some understanding of their own beliefs about language, what language ideologies are, hypothesizing about where those beliefs come from, and reflecting on how those ideologies affect people around them.  Guide a group discussion on the following questions:

1. What is language ideology?  What are sort of beliefs make up these ideologies?  Beliefs about what sorts of things?  Beauty of a language?  Correct way to use it?  Assumptions about what types of people use what way of speaking?

2. Who has beliefs about language?  How many people do you think recognize that they believe these things?  Do you think it is more of a subconscious or conscious thought?  Does it depend on the belief?

3. Where do you think these beliefs come from?  Was it how you were raised?  Who you hang out with?  The activities you participate in?  The place you live?  

4. How do they affect your attitude towards other individuals or groups of people?
Start the group off by asking them to share their reflections and thoughts they wrote down in their journal reflection on language ideologies and what they are.

