Day 4:  Why does language change? (~90 minutes)
Purpose:  Students will investigate why languages change by analyzing the influence of geographic and social isolation; language privileging; cultural change, including new inventions and discoveries; language contact; and internal language pressures.  Students will learn how to recognize each of these factors and identify how they unknowingly contribute to language change.  They will apply this knowledge to the history of English as well as address its significance in their own challenges with reading and writing because knowing why and how language has changed over time should empower students and give them a sense of mastery of the language and linguistically aware of the changes around them.
North Carolina Standard Course of Study Objectives:
1.01 Narrate personal experiences

1.02 Respond reflectively (individually and in groups) to a variety of expressive texts (e.g., memoirs, vignettes, narratives, diaries, monologues, personal responses)

2.02 Explain commonly used terms and concepts

· Classifying the terms and identifying distinguishing characteristics.

3.02 Express an informed opinion

3.03 Support that informed opinion

Materials:

· Worksheets 4.1 – 4.6
· “Name That Language Change!” PowerPoint
· Worksheet 4.1 – 4.6 examples

Key Ideas:

1. Language change may be caused by geographic and social isolation, language privileging, cultural change, language contact, or internal language pressures.

2. Language can change in terms of lexical items, phonological changes, grammar, semantics, and spelling.
3. The English language has been shaped by all of these forces over its history.

4. Language is continually changing and always will until it is no longer used.

5. Language has not evolved on its own but has been the production of changes in society and unconsciously developed by the people in that society.
Background:  Now that we have established that all living languages are constantly shifting and evolving to reflect and describe the world in which we live, it is time to explore more fully why language changes over time.  One reason that new dialects and language varieties develop is because of geographic or social isolation.  Geographical features such as rivers, lakes, mountains, valleys, islands and distance all play a part in the development of a communities’ speech as well as the differences it encourages.  In other words, “…we are really talking about lines of communication and the fact that discontinuities in communication develop between communities due, in part, to geographical conditions.  The most effective kind of communication is face-to-face, and when groups of speakers do not interact on a personal level with one another, the likelihood of dialect divergence is heightened,” (Wolfram and Schilling-Estes, 2006, p. 32).  This explains why even though the United States, Australia, and England all speak English, we do not speak it in the same way.  Our language continues to grow and change based on the atmosphere around us and when other social groups of the same language are not around us, they do not evolve in the same way.  Language privileging also encourages language change.  This can happen when speakers use the general esteemed and accepted variety of the dominant culture, such as that of the academic, political, and business world.  It is at these times that individuals want to sound like the majority and associate themselves with the socially advantaged.  In contrast, many speakers in the United States do not want to use Standard English in fear of sounding too stuffy or pretentious.  In these situations different social groups favor the use of nonstandard dialects or features as a way to index their social identification and camaraderie with certain groups and communities that do not speak Standard English.  There can be a tremendous amount of social cache in using a local nonstandard variety.  For example, politicians who use “y’all” when campaigning in the South or hip hop artists who rap using African American Vernacular English (AAVE) are both indexing a nonstandard variety to identify with the culture and connect with their audience.  This type of recognition builds a repertoire with the community and allows speakers, in- and out-group, access to the group’s resources, support, and acceptance.  As discussed previously, another reason for language change is a change in culture or new inventions and discoveries that demand new ways of describing the world.  Words like iPod, automobile, and microwave, never existed before they were invented, just like Googling a term or YouTubing a video did not make sense before the websites were created.  Likewise, different generations use unique ways of expressing themselves with their own slang.  In addition, cultural or language contact play a part in the constant evolution of language.  When different countries, communities, or groups of people come into contact with each other for extended periods of time, exchanging aspects of culture and language are inevitable. English is a language that is well-suited for borrowing words and integrating features of other languages into our own because of the few phonological constraints it has.  Because of this, English has acquired many new words over time due to its contact with other languages and social groups.  For example, words like rodeo (Spanish), pizza (Italian), cliché (French), cookie (Dutch), and poodle (German) all originated in languages outside of English.  Finally, the influence of internal language pressures on language is a much more unobserved and, for most non-linguists, imperceptible cause of language change.  Internal language changes typically reduce redundancy and irregularity and increase clarity in language.  For example, many AAVE speakers do not include the inflectional morpheme –s on third person singular present tense verbs (e.g., he walk_ v. he walks, she bring_ v. she brings).  Third person singular verbs are the only forms in present that add an inflectional –s to the end of the word.  By deleting it, speakers eliminate the irregularity of the present tense conjugations.  These modifications, however, are developed unintentionally and it is likely that many speakers would not be able to identify how exactly their variety differs from others.  All of these forces have influenced how and why English has developed from what it once was to what it is now.
Activity #1:  How on Earth? (~50 minutes)
(20 minutes)

Students will learn about the reasons for language change by breaking up into four small groups and exploring the factors.  This activity will be carried out jigsaw style.  This means that each small group will be assigned a different aspects of language change and a corresponding worksheet to be filled out together by the group.  Students should NOT fill out the discussion part of the worksheet which is located on the last page.  This is to be done with their next group.  

Once all groups have completed their individual worksheets, you will assign each student in one group a different number – one through as many students as there are in the group.  Students will then break into new groups based on the number they were assigned.  Each group will now contain one student from each of the original groups.  This way, each student is responsible for sharing the findings from their original group with their new group.
After students have broken up into four small groups, assign each group a number and ask them to complete the corresponding worksheet.
Group 1:  These students will be assigned to explore geographic and social isolation by completing Worksheet 4.1.  

Group 2:  These students will be assigned to explore privileged language through overt and covert prestige by completing Worksheet 4.2.

Group 3:  These students will be assigned to explore cultural change of new inventions, discoveries, and the evolution of expression in generations by completing Worksheet 4.3.

Group 4:  These students will be assigned to explore language and cultural contact by completing Worksheet 4.4.

Group 5:  These students will be assigned to explore internal language pressures by completing Worksheet 4.5.
Students should spend time filling out their worksheet and discussing their answers to all questions posed in the worksheet.  If some groups finish before others, tell them to discuss the questions on their journal reflection.
(20 minutes)

After students have completed their worksheets, assign students in groups their new numbers (as explained above) and have them break into their new groups – each with only one member from the original groups.  Students should now explain the conclusions they came to for each question with their previous group to their new group.  As each student explains their own worksheet, other students in the group should be filling out their own copy of that worksheet.  For example, if Student 1 was assigned to Group 1 as their original group and filled out Worksheet 4.1, they should now explain that worksheet to the rest of the group.  The other students should follow along by filling out their own copy of Worksheet 4.1. The student explaining should act as the leader and facilitator of the group discussion as they have already spent time discussing the concept.  Each student in the new group should share their findings about their own worksheet and by the end of the activity, all students should have all worksheets 4.1 – 4.5 completed.  Students presenting their own worksheet should spend about 3-4 minutes on their topic.
For the last 4-5 minutes of the group exercise, the group should fill out the discussion part (last page) of each worksheet together.  They should collaborate on their responses and share ideas.  Their answers should be based on what they learned from their original group as well as what they learned from the group members in their current group.

(10 minutes)

Once all students have finished sharing their worksheets with their new groups, have students return back to their own seats.  Review the worksheets and what students have learned about some of the causes of language change.  Ask students to list as many reasons as they can about why English has changed over the years.
Students should offer answers such as people living apart from each other for a long time (social isolation); people being separated by land like mountains or oceans (geographic isolation); people accepting one language variety and not the other (language privileging – both Standard English and nonstandard varieties); people describing new inventions or discoveries (cultural change); people coming into contact with other languages or living closed to countries that speak other languages (language contact); or when language changes to make more sense, have more regular patterns, or not be so wordy (internal language change).
Divide the board up into four categories without labeling them.  As students describe the different reasons that language changes over time, briefly write their responses in their respective categories based on the four areas listed above.  After students have exhausted all their ideas, label each category.  Go through their reasons and elaborate on the definition of each group and define for the class exactly how these situations are conducive for language change.  (For guidance, look back to the Background section or the example worksheets).

Activity #2:  Name That Language Change! (~25 minutes)
(15 minutes)
To test the students’ understanding of the causes of language change, present them with the PowerPoint “Name That Language Change!”  This PowerPoint will guide the students through a brief history of the English language and how it has evolved over time.
Note:  Slide 6 offers a sound clip of Welsh, a language descendant of Celtic so students can have some exposure to the language.  Slide 10 offers a sound clip of a prayer in Latin so students can have some context with the language.  
First, break the students up into five groups.  Explain to students that the group they are in is their team.  Throughout the PowerPoint, groups will be asked to identify the cause of language change based on certain events in history.  Each student in the group should follow along by completing Worksheet 4.6 with their group members.  The groups will go through the first ten questions on the PowerPoint with the class, answering only in their groups without sharing with other groups.  Allow students about one minute to consider the situation and answer appropriately while collaborating with their group.
(5 minutes)

After the class has gone through the first ten questions on the PowerPoint, each group will be asked to answer two of the ten questions at random.  You will be in charge of keeping track of which team gets which questions.  If they get the answer right they will earn ten points for their team.  If they get the answer wrong they will lose five points.  You will keep track of the points as you go through the questions.  If a group gets the answer wrong, the first team to raise their hand will have a chance to steal the question for five extra points.

The first twenty slides give an explanation of the history of English and ask the ten questions.  The next eleven slides provide answers to the questions.  Before the answer slides are revealed, different groups must be asked for their answer to each question, then the slide may be shown.

(5 minutes)

After all ten questions are answered and the points have been distributed, students will have a chance to earn bonus points to win the game.  Present the bonus question and allow students two minutes to formulate their answers.  After about a minute, reveal the slide after the bonus question containing hints.  Each bonus point that is correct and well-explained is worth twenty points.  One group member should write their two bonus answers on the board along with the rest of the groups.  Students can go over these answers as a class and you will distribute the points.  You may then declare a winner.

Activity #3:  Who Owns It?  Journal Reflection (~15 minutes)
(10 minutes)

For the last part of class, allow students time to reflect in their journals.  Explain that they have spent four lessons learning about language change that has happened in the past, analyzing language change that is happening today, and hypothesizing about language change in the future.  It is now time that they apply how language change applies to them and their lives.

Give students at least ten minutes to write down their thoughts about the following questions:

· How is language changed?  Why is language changed?  Is it done intentionally?  Can you think of any examples of language change in your lifetime?

· What types of challenges have you had reading literature or poetry?  What types of challenges have you had writing formal essays or papers?  What kind of freedom does this knowledge about language change gives you as a reader, writer, and English speaker?  What can you do with it?  How does it affect your confidence in language?

(5 minutes)

If there is time, allow students to share their thoughts on the questions.  This should be a time for students to reflect on what they have learned and apply it to their lives.  Allow the discussion to address any of the major concepts that have been touched on in this section.  Give students a chance to react and reflect on the material in general.
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