Day 5:  Language and Identity (~ 80 minutes)
Purpose:  Students will learn that our identities are influenced by a variety of aspects (ethnicity, gender, age, friends, heritage, family, etc.) and individuals are all different in their interests and backgrounds.  They will learn how these differences in interests and activities are reflected in speech.  Students will reflect on how using specific language with different social groups creates a sense of unity and identity with other members while also excludes outsiders.  They will understand what an in-group is and how they are formed through language.  They will explore the inextricable relationship between identity and language and how we analyze language to identify individuals as affiliated with certain groups.
North Carolina Standard Course of Study Objectives:

1.01 Narrate personal experiences that offer an audience

2.04 Form and refine a question for investigation, using a topic of personal choice, and answer that question

3.02 Express an informed opinion

3.03 Support that informed opinion

4.01 Evaluate the effectiveness of communication

Materials:

· “Identity Quiz” PowerPoint

· “Surfer, Dude” PowerPoint

· Worksheets 5.1 - 5.3
· Example worksheets 5.1 – 5.4
· Identity Quiz & Answer Key

· “Role Call” video compilation
Key Ideas:

1. Identity is influenced by many factors including ethnicity, gender, interest, hobbies, age, etc. and is reflected in a speaker’s language.

2. Individuals use these language features to classify speakers into certain social groups as well identify themselves as a member of these groups.

3. Language can be used to encourage unity between language communities and exclude others from its acceptance.
Background:  As humans we are constantly changing just as language.  We change in terms of our interests, those with whom we spend time, grow older, move to different locations, and learn continuously.  Every one of these changes results in a change in our language whether it be through vocabulary, pronunciation, or grammar.  We continue to adapt to the language certain groups use as well as purposely differentiate ourselves from others.  There are many language communities in our lives ranging from our group of friends with whom we play soccer to members of our ethnicity.  With each groups we often times use different language features to index our identity with that social group.  The groups with which we intentionally identify are our in-groups.  For example, if you are from the South you might index your identity as a Southerner by saying “y’all” around your friends whereas you might not at a work conference.  Likewise, language can be used in certain situations to alienate outsiders who are not of our same ethnicity, background, region, or age.  Think back to a time when a teenager or child has used language that you did not understand.  Whether it was intentional or not, all social groups have the ability to use certain language features to include or exclude those around them.  In turn, the relationship between identity and language is inextricable; one will always affect the other.  When individuals pretend to be a part of a social group but cannot communicate effectively we tend to assume that they are fake and not genuine.  
Activity #1:  Identity Quiz – Who Are You? (~25 minutes)
(2 minutes)

Review with the students that we have learned that languages are constantly changing and that change happens through people.  As we also know, there are many different directions this change can go depending on the geographic location, the social group, the culture, the internal language pressures, the contact it has with other languages, or the power struggle present in a language community.  It is important that we now begin to understand what makes up our identities and how those aspects of our identity affect our language.

 (6 minutes)

Tell the students that you will now give them an identity quiz that will attempt to classify them as a specific identity.  Have students fill out the “Identity Quiz – Who Are You?” quiz and ask them to answer the questions honestly.  After students have completed the questions, they need to total up their score from every question based on the key at the bottom of the quiz.  
(2 minutes)

Once students have completed these tasks, explain that you will now reveal their identity.  Using the “Identity Quiz” PowerPoint, read out the different categories of identities based on the point system.  Quizzes and identities are anonymous so the students do not have to identify themselves.

(5 minutes)

Ask students to complete the questions on the “Identity Quiz Discussion” Worksheet 5.1 individually.  Students should reflect thoughtfully on the quiz, the categories, and how they were identified.
(10 minutes)

Encourage a class discussion about the activity by asking students the following questions they already reflected on for the worksheet.  Students should defend themselves by giving examples of personal experience.
· Raise your hand if you felt like you were put in the right category.  Raise your hand if you did not.   Why did or did you not feel like you were classified correctly?  What did it leave out about who you are?
· Who thinks that they belong in more than one of those categories?  Who thinks that they didn’t fit into any of them?  Were there some parts of the description of each category that you identified with and others that you didn’t?

· Do you think that any of those categories can completely sum up an individual?

· What aspects make up identity?  What influences who they are, how they see themselves, and how others see them?

· gender, age, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, geographic location, birthplace, interests, people they associate with, activities they participate in, religion, heritage, voice, appearance (skin color, clothes, body shape), etc.
· How is our language influenced by our identity; who we are, who we associate with, what we’re interested in, and who we identify as?
Explain that our identities are influenced by a variety of aspects (ethnicity, gender, age, friends, heritage, family, etc.) and we are all extremely different in our interests and backgrounds.  These differences in our identities affect the speech we use.  This is why no two people speak exactly the same – they are influenced by a variety of aspects in their life like the interests they have and who they associate with that have shaped who they are and the speech they use to portray each part of those identities.
Activity #2:  You’re Outtie! (~25 minutes)
(5 minutes)

Share with students that we often use language to identify people as part of a particular social group or as a legitimate member of a certain interest group.  Share with students the example of a surfing language community.  Using the “Surfer, Dude” PowerPoint, present students with examples of surfer slang, their definitions, and pictures or videos of those words for visual or auditory aid.  
After you finish the PowerPoint, explain that if you are not a surfer then many of these words would not be in your everyday vocabulary, or linguistic repertoire, and surfers would be able to identify you as such.  Not to mention, many of the words you might not even understand or be able to define, leaving you clueless during a conversation about riding inside the “barrel.”  It is through this use of language that language communities with a common interest are able to form an in-group and identify other individuals as true members of that community or not.   They use language as a marker to test whether or not someone truly belongs in their group.
(1 minute)

Ask students to think of an interest or hobby in their life of which they would describe themselves as fanatics.  This can range from books (Harry Potter, Twilight, etc.), movies (The Hangover, Inception, etc.), TV series (Lost, The Office, etc.), people (Justin Bieber, Lil’ Wayne, etc.), music (rap, country, etc.) or hobbies (hunting, basketball, cooking, etc.).
(4 minutes)

Once students have chosen an interest or activity, using Worksheet 5.2, have the students individually think about three specific words that they use to talk about this interest or hobby to friends with whom they have it in common.  These three words need be very specific and not commonly used among others.  They should be words that the students could use to identify someone else as very knowledgeable and a fellow enthusiast about the subject of which they are writing.  Students will write down the word, a definition, and use it in a sentence.  

(5 minutes)

When students have completed the worksheet, break students up into groups of 5 or 6.  Have students share their particular interest or activity, the three words they consider a marker in that language community, the definitions, and how they would use it in a sentence.  As students share their words and definitions, other students who are listening should fill out the other chart on Worksheet 5.1 with words they have never heard before and the group of people who use them.  If students have heard all the words that have been shared, asked them to write down the three they use least or hear less often than others.
(10 minutes)

After the class completes the worksheet, bring the class back for a group discussion based on the following questions:
· What new words did you learn?  What do they mean?  Who uses them?

· What do you do when you are in a conversation in which you don’t understand the lingo or words the speakers use?  How do you feel when you’re in that situation?

· Have you ever encountered someone who claimed to know a lot about a subject or activity that later could not hold a conversation about the topic because they did not have the language to discuss it?  What did you think about that person afterwards?  How did you feel about them?

· We often feel that if you claim to do or be interested in something and you claim to be a part of that in-group then you should be capable of speaking the language of that interest.  This marks your acceptance in that group.  When people who claim to be part of that group cannot communicate with that specific jargon language, then we might feel that they are fake or posing.

· How is this similar to when we talked about language privileging?  Think about the Martha’s Vineyard example.

· Have you ever intentionally excluded people from your conversation with your language?  Have you ever done this with your parents or other adults?

Explain that people use language to identify in-groups of people not only in relation to interests and hobbies but also about other aspects of their identity.  This can include different age groups, genders, ethnicities, geographic locations, etc.  We use language markers like alternate vocabulary, different pronunciations, and other grammatical structures to identify whether or not we can classify those individuals into that certain social group and determine if they belong.

Activity #3:  Role Call! (~30 minutes)
(2 minute)

To further explore the relationship between language and identity, students will look at videos of individuals who are acting like people from other social groups, ethnicities, ages, etc.  Tell students that as they watch the video “Role Call!,” they will be expected to look for the ways that the following individuals attempt to index a certain identity.  They need to pay attention to how that character changes from one identity to another and how they go about changing.  Specifically, students need to focus on the change in language and how it is affected by the change in identity.
(8 minutes)

Play the “Role Call!” video for students.  Using Worksheet 5.3 have students take notes of the changes they see from each character to reference during the rest of the activity.

(10 minutes)

After students have watched the video, have them fill out Worksheet 5.4 describing the changes they saw in identity and the way language changed with it.  Students can work individually or in groups.

(8 minutes)

When students have completed the worksheet, engage the students in a class discussion about the following questions:

· How did the character change his/her identity?  What kinds of ways did they do this?
· How did the character’s language change when they adopted the new identity?  What kinds of features did they to use to index the new identity?

· Were they successful in their change?  Were they accepted by the new language community and in-group?  Why or why not?

· How does this show how language and identity are connected?  Is a person’s language their identity?  What is the relationship between language and identity?

(2 minutes)

Draw students’ attention to clips where characters of one ethnicity attempted to take on another ethnicity.  Ask students whether or not those characters were successful.  Why is it more difficult to index a different identity?  Explain that students will begin to explore ethnicity in the following lesson and how language is connected with ethnicity.
