
 
   

Qualitative Methods in 
Psychology (Fall 2018)   

 
PSY 710-003   
Tuesday 1:30 – 4:15 pm  
Poe Hall Room 529 

Instructor: Dr. Elan C. Hope 
e-mail: ehope@ncsu.edu 
phone: 919.515.1722   

Office: Poe Hall 760 
Office hours: Thursdays 1:30 – 2:30 
pm & by appointment 

 
 

  

Overview 
This course offers an introduction to methodology, data collection 
strategies, and data analytic techniques used in qualitative research. In 
this course you will become familiar with theories, develop skills, and 
uncover challenges related to qualitative research. The goal of this 
course is to provide a foundation to understand how to evaluate, 
design, and conduct qualitative research. We will review 
epistemological frameworks, research design, and data analysis 
techniques. We will also develop strategies for conducting ethical 
research with marginalized individuals and communities with 
considerations to race/ethnicity, gender, class, culture, age, ability, 
sexual orientation, power, and privilege.  

Class Structure  
This course is an advanced graduate seminar, designed to create a           
community of knowledge that promotes the exchange of ideas. We will           
establish a cooperative learning environment, foster idea sharing, and         
challenge assumptions. I, as instructor, will facilitate class discussions         
and activities. This course works best with active participation from all           
students, in an environment of respect, where all students can share           
their own experiences and viewpoints. We critique and interrogate         
ideas. We do not attack people.  

Expectations 
■ Students will… 

1. Come to class on time & turn in assignments on time 
2. Refrain from unrelated social media 
3. Respectfully participate in class discussions 

■ Dr. Hope will… 
1. Present readings & facilitate class discussions 
2. Provide clear assignment guidelines 
3. Hold office hours, reply to email (2-3 business days), grade 

assignments (2 weeks) 

 
Materials 
▪ Hesse-Biber, S.N. (2017). The 

Practice of Qualitative Research 
(3rd Edition) 

▪ Selected Readings via 
Moodle 

Email Policy 

Email should be used to 
scheduling one-on-one meetings 
with the instructor if office 
hours conflict with you 
schedule. The email subject 
should read: “Meeting Request 
from First Name Last Name 
(PSY 758)”. In the body of the 
email provide at least 3 
15-minute meeting times and a 
brief description of the reason 
for the meeting. For in-depth 
discussion about assignment 
requirements or class topics, 
come to office hours or schedule 
an individual meeting. 
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Requirements & Evaluation 
■ Weekly Reading Response (30%): You will write a 1-page 

response to the readings for each week of class. Your response 
should include at least 2 of the following types of responses: 1) 
ideas that appealed to or troubled you; 2) juxtaposition of 
epistemology/techniques with previous readings and 
experiences; 3) questions you have for the author(s); 4) what 
you learned about yourself from the readings; 5) how are the 
readings shape your own research approach. Responses 
should be uploaded to Moodle each Monday by 12noon.  
 

■  Qualitative Toolkit Presentation (20%): Qualitative methods 
encompass many different approaches and technique for data 
collection and analysis. To expand our qualitative toolkit, you 
will prepare an oral presentation on a specific qualitative 
approach or technique that we do not otherwise cover during 
the course. You will choose their topic and presentation date 
during the first class meeting. You can work independently or 
with a partner.  
 

■ Qualitative Article Discussion (20%): This semester you will 
co-lead a discussions about a published qualitative research 
article. For your assigned weeks, you will be responsible for 
preparing at least 2 discussion questions per article. Your 
questions will form the basis for our discussion of the article 
that day. Your questions can analyze, critique, or extrapolate 
from the readings and should be written with meaningful 
discussion in mind. Your questions should attend primarily  to 
the use of methods, presentation of results, and 
epistemological stance in the article. Questions may also 
attend to the substantive content. You will then co-lead the 
discussion of that article with  
 

■ Qualitative Grant Proposal (30%): In your final paper, you 
will respond to a research grant Request For Proposals  using 
qualitative methods. A detailed assignment overview and 
rubric will be provided. Final papers should conform to the 
requirements of the RFP. Final papers will be due in class by 
November 27th. Each student will then review 2-3 other grant 
proposals and we will discuss as a class during the final class 
meeting on December 4th.  

 Letter Grades 
A+           100 – 97 
A             96 – 93  
A-            92 – 90  
B+            89 – 87 
B              86 – 83  
B-            82 – 80  

C+           79 – 77  
C             76 – 73 
C-            72 – 70  
D+           69 – 67  
D             66 – 63  
D-           62 – 60  
F      Less than 60% 

Late Assignment Policy 
All late assignments will receive 
a 10% grade reduction each day 
it is late. No assignments will be 
accepted more than 3 days after 
the original due date without 
permission from Dr. Hope.  
 

Attendance & Absence 
Policy 
In accordance with NCSU policy 
students are expected to attend all 
classes. Absences must be 
documented and when possible the 
instructor must be notified in 
advance of the absence. For 
complete attendance and excused 
absence policies, please see 
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/r
eg-02-20-03 
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Policies on Incomplete Grades 
If the instructor or department does not authorize an extended deadline, an 
unfinished incomplete grade will automatically change to an F after either (a) 
the end of the next regular semester in which the student is enrolled (not 
including summer sessions), or (b) the end of 12 months if the student is not 
enrolled, whichever is shorter. Incompletes that change to F will count as an 
attempted course on transcripts. The burden of fulfilling an incomplete grade 
is the responsibility of the student. The university policy on incomplete 
grades is located at https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-50-03. 

 Academic Integrity  
Students are required to comply with 
the university policy on academic 
integrity found in the Code of Student 
Conduct found at 
http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-11-

35-01.  

ADA Accommodations 
If you need accommodations because of a disability or if you have emergency 
medical information to share with me, please inform me as soon as possible. 
Feel free to speak with me privately after class, at my office during office 
hours, or by appointment. Reasonable accommodations will be made for 
students with verifiable disabilities. In order to take advantage of available 
accommodations, student must register with the Disability Services Office 
(http://dso.dasa.ncsu.edu), (919) 515-7653. For more information on NC 
State’s policy on working with students with disabilities, please see the 
Academic Accommodations for Students with Disabilities Regulation at 
https://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-02-20-01 

Honor Pledge 
Your submission of any test or 
assignment indicates, “I have 
neither given nor received 
unauthorized aid on this test or 
assignment.” 

Non-Discrimination Policy 
NC State University provides equality of opportunity in education and 
employment for all students and employees. Accordingly, NC State affirms 
its commitment to maintain a work environment for all employees and an 
academic environment for all students that is free from all forms of 
discrimination. Discrimination based on race, color, religion, creed, sex, 
national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or sexual orientation is a 
violation of state and federal law and/or NC State University policy and will 
not be tolerated. Harassment of any person (either in the form of quid pro 
quo or creation of a hostile environment) based on race, color, religion, creed, 
sex, national origin, age, disability, veteran status, or sexual orientation also is 
a violation of state and federal law and/or NC State University policy and 
will not be tolerated. Retaliation against any person who complains about 
discrimination is also prohibited. NC State’s policies and regulations covering 
discrimination, harassment, and retaliation may be accessed at 
http://policies.ncsu.edu/policy/pol-04-25-05. Any person who feels that he or 
she has been the subject of prohibited discrimination, harassment, or 
retaliation should contact the Office of Equal Opportunity at (919) 515-3148. 

Credit-Only (S/U) Grading 
To receive a grade of S, students are 
required to take all exams, complete all 
assignments, and earn a grade of C- or 
better. Conversion from letter grading 
to credit only (S/U) grading is subject to 
university deadlines. Refer to the 
Registration and Records calendar for 
deadlines related to grading. For more 
details refer to: 
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-0
2-20-15. 
Requirements for Auditors 
Information about and requirements for 
auditing can be found at 
http://policies.ncsu.edu/regulation/reg-0
2-20-04. 
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Course Reading Schedule 
Week 1 (August 28th): What is Qualitative Research? 

Theory & Practice Readings: 
● Hesse-Biber, S.N. (2017). An invitation to qualitative research (Chapter 1). In The practice of qualitative 

research (pp. 2-18). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  
 

Optional/Additional Readings: 
● Ravitch, S.M. & Carl, N.M. (2016) Qualitative research: An opening orientation (Chapter 1). In Qualitative 

research: Bridging the conceptual, theoretical, and methodological (pp. 1-31). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 
● Barbour, R. (2014) The scope and contributions of qualitative research (Chapter 1). In Introducing 

qualitative research: A student’s guide (pp. 11-29). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 

Week 2 (September 4th): Paradigms, Epistemology, & Ontology 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Hesse-Biber, S.N. (2017). Paradigmatic approaches to qualitative research (Chapter 2). In The practice of 
qualitative research (pp. 20-35). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

● Rossman, G. & Rallis, S. (2017). The researcher as learner (Chapter 2). In An Introduction to Qualitative 
Research (pp. 23-47). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 
 

Readings for Examples: 
● Mattis, J. S. (2002). Religion and Spirituality in the Meaning-Making and Coping Experiences of African 

American Women: A Qualitative Analysis. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 26, 309–321. 

Week 3 (September 11th): Qualitative Design 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Hesse-Biber, S.N. (2017). Designing qualitative approaches to research (Chapter 3). In The practice of 
qualitative research (pp. 36-65). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

● Ravitch, S.M. & Carl, N.M. (2016). Critical qualitative research design (Chapter 3). In Qualitative research: 
Bridging the conceptual, theoretical, and methodological (pp. 65-109). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 
 

Readings for Examples: 
● Fernández, J. S., & Langhout, R. D. (2018). Living on the Margins of Democratic Representation: Socially 

Connected Community Responsibility as Civic Engagement in an Unincorporated Area. American Journal 
of Community Psychology, 3(4), 236–12. http://doi.org/10.1002/ajcp.12257 

● Clark, V., Tuffin, K., Frewin, K., & Bowker, N. (2018). Housemate desirability and understanding the social 
dynamics of shared living. Qualitative Psychology, 5(1), 26–40. http://doi.org/10.1037/qup0000091 

 
Optional/Additional Readings: 

● McCaslin, M., & Wilson Scott, K. (2003). The five-question method for framing a qualitative research 
study. The Qualitative Report, 8(3), 447-461. 
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Week 4 (September 18th): Ethics In Qualitative Inquiry 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Hesse-Biber, S.N. (2017). The ethics of social research (Chapter 4). In The practice of qualitative research 
(pp. 66-103). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

● Ryen, A. (2016). Research ethics and qualitative research (Chapter 3). In D. Silverman (Ed.), Qualitative 
research (pp. 31-48). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

● The trials of Alice Goffman 
(https://www.nytimes.com/2016/01/17/magazine/the-trials-of-alice-goffman.html) 

Examples of Qualitative Research: 
● Goffman, A. (2009). On the Run: Wanted Men in a Philadelphia Ghetto. American Sociological Review, 

74, 339–357. 
● Silva, J. M. (2017). Whose Community are You Working for? A Change Agent Case Study. American 

Journal of Community Psychology, 60(3-4), 483–490. http://doi.org/10.1002/ajcp.12182 

Optional/Additional Readings: 
● Haverkamp, B. E.  (2005).  Ethical perspectives on qualitative research in applied psychology.  Journal of 

Counseling Psychology, 52(2), 146 – 155. 

Week 5 (September 25th): Grounded Theory 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Corbin, J., & Strauss, A. (2015). Inspiration and background (Chapter 1), In Basics of qualitative research: 
Techniques and procedures for developing grounded theory (pp. 3-16). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

● Charmaz, K., & Bryant, A. (2016). Constructing grounded theory analyses (Chapter 21). In D. Silverman 
(Ed.), Qualitative research (pp. 347-362). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

Readings for Examples: 
● Poteat, T., German, D., & Kerrigan, D. (2013). Managing uncertainty: A grounded theory of stigma in 

transgender health care encounters. Social Sciences & Medicine, 84(2013), 22-29. doi: 
10.1016/j.socscimed.2013.02.019  

● Muldoon, O.T., McLaughlin, K., & Trew, K. (2007). Adolescents’ perceptions of national identification and 
socialization: A grounded analysis. British Journal of Developmental Psychology, 25, 579-594.  

Week 6 (October 2nd): Phenomenological Approach 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Henriques, G. (2014). In search of collective experience and meaning: A transcendental 
phenomenological methodology for organizational research. Human Studies, 37, 451-468. Smith, J. 
(2004). Reflecting on the development of interpretative phenomenological analysis and its contribution to 
qualitative research in psychology. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 1, 9-54.  

Readings for Examples: 
● Flowers, L.A., Zhang, Y., Moore, J.L., & Flowers, T.A. (2004). An exploratory phenomenological study of 

African American high school students in gifted education programs: Implications for teachers and 
school counselors. E-Journal of Teaching and Learning in Diverse Settings, 2(1), 39-53.  

● Willig, C. (2015). “My bus is here”: A phenomenological exploration of “living-with-dying”. Health 
Psychology, 34(4), 417-425. doi: 10.1037/hea0000176 
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Week 7 (October 9th): Qualitative Interviews 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Hesse-Biber, S.N. (2017). In-depth interviewing (Chapter 5). In The practice of qualitative research (pp. 
104-147). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

● Holstein, J.A., & Gubrium, J.F. (2016). Narrative practice and the active interview (Chapter 5). In D. 
Silverman (Ed.), Qualitative research (pp. 67-82). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

Readings for Examples: 
● Brietzke, M., & Perreira, K. (2016). Stress and Coping: Latino Youth Coming of Age in a New Latino 

Destination. Journal of Adolescent Research, 1–26. doi: 10.1177/0743558416637915 
● Thornhill, T. E. (2016). Resistance and Assent: How Racial Socialization Shapes Black Students 

Experience Learning African American History in High School. Urban Education, 51(9), 1126–1151. doi: 
10.1177/0042085914566094 

Optional/Additional Readings: 
● Miller, J. & Glassner, B. (2016). The ‘Inside’ and the ‘Outside’: Finding realities in interviews (Chapter 4). In 

D. Silverman (Ed.), Qualitative research (pp. 51-66). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

Week 8 (October 16th): Focus Groups 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Hesse-Biber, S.N. (2017). Focus group research (Chapter 6). In The practice of qualitative research (pp. 
148-181). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

● Wilkinson, S. (2016). Analysing focus group data (Chapter 6). In D. Silverman (Ed.), Qualitative research 
(pp. 83-98). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

Readings for Examples: 
● Collier, A. F., Munger, M., & Moua, Y. K. (2011). Hmong Mental Health Needs Assessment: A 

Community-Based Partnership in a Small Mid-Western Community. American Journal of Community 
Psychology, 49(1-2), 73–86. doi: 10.1007/s10464-011-9436-z 

● Warr, D. (2005). “It was fun… but we don’t talk about these things”: Analyzing sociable interaction in 
focus groups. Qualitative Inquiry, 11(2), 200-225.  

Week 9 (October 23rd): Ethnography & Participant Observation 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Hesse-Biber, S.N. (2017). Ethnography (Chapter 7). In The practice of qualitative research (pp. 182-217). 
Thousand Oaks: Sage.  

● Savage, J. (2000). Participant observation: Standing in the shoes of others. Qualitative Health Research, 
10(3), 324-339. 

Readings for Examples: 
● Kirshner, B. (2009). “Power in Numbers”: Youth Organizing as a Context for Exploring Civic Identity. 

Journal of Research on Adolescence, 19(3), 414–440. 
● Visser, M. A. (2018). Care Like Kin: Community Based Youth Serving Organizations and the Social 

Reproduction of Disconnected Youth in Rural America. American Journal of Community Psychology, 
61(3-4), 472–487. http://doi.org/10.1002/ajcp.12244 
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Optional/Additional Readings: 
● Gobo, G. & Marciniak, L.T. (2016). What is ethnography? (Chapter 7). In D. Silverman (Ed.), Qualitative 

research (pp. 103-119). Thousand Oaks: Sage.  
 

Week 10 (October 30th): Data Collection & Management 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Rossman, G. & Rallis, S. (2017). Issues that arise in the field (Chapter 8). In An Introduction to Qualitative 
Research (pp. 181-194). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 

● Suzuki, L. A., Ahluwalia, M. K., Kwong, A. A., & Mattis, J.  (2007).  The pond you fish in determines the 
fish you catch: Exploring strategies for qualitative data collection.  The Counseling Psychologist, 35(2), 
295 – 327. 

Readings for Examples: 
● Teixeira, S. (2015). Beyond Broken Windows: Youth Perspectives on Housing Abandonment and its 

Impact on Individual and Community Well-Being. Child Indicators Research, 1–29. 
doi:10.1007/s12187-015-9327-1 

● Frederick, J. K., & Stewart, A. J. (2018). “I Became a Lioness.” Psychology of Women Quarterly, 42(3), 
263–278. http://doi.org/10.1177/0361684318771326  
 

Week 11 (November 6th): NO CLASS 

 

 
Week 12 (November 13th): Data Analysis: Coding & Memos 

Theory & Practice Readings:  
● Saldaña, J. (2016). An introduction to codes and coding (Chapter 1). In The coding manual for qualitative 

researchers (pp. 1-42). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 
● Corbin, J., & Strauss, A. (2015). Memos & Diagrams (Chapter 6), In Basics of qualitative research: 

Techniques and procedures for developing grounded theory (pp. 106-133). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 
 

Readings for Examples: 
● Pérez-Manjarrez, E. (2017, November 30). Facing History: Positioning and Identity Negotiation in 

Adolescents’ Narratives of Controversial History. Qualitative Psychology. Advance online publication. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/qup0000107 

● Dewey, S., Wesely, J. K., Epler, R., Connolly, C., Zare, B., & Bratton, R. (2018). Ontologies of Blame and 
the Cultural Value of Accountability. Psychology of Women Quarterly, 42(1), 88–104. 
http://doi.org/10.1177/0361684317733284 
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Week 13 (November 20th):Validity, Generalizability, & Reflexivity 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Ravitch, S.M. & Carl, N.M. (2016). Design and reflexivity in data collection (Chapter 4). In Qualitative 
research: Bridging the conceptual, theoretical, and methodological (pp. 111-144). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 

● Ravitch, S.M. & Carl, N.M. (2016). Validity: Process, strategies, and considerations (Chapter 6). In 
Qualitative research: Bridging the conceptual, theoretical, and methodological (pp. 185-214). Thousand 
Oaks: Sage. 
 

Readings for Examples: 
● Covarrubias, R., Valle, I., Laiduc, G., & Azmitia, M. (2018). “You Never Become Fully Independent”: 

Family Roles and Independence in First-Generation College Students. Journal of Adolescent Research, 
36, 074355841878840–30. http://doi.org/10.1177/0743558418788402 

● Hope, E. C., & Bañales, J. (2018). Black Early Adolescent Critical Reflection of Inequitable Sociopolitical 
Conditions: A Qualitative Investigation. Journal of Adolescent Research, 074355841875636–34. 
http://doi.org/10.1177/0743558418756360 
 

Optional/Additional Readings: 
● Bird, C. (2005). How I stopped dreading and learned to love transcription. Qualitative Inquiry, 11(2), 

226-248. 
 

Week 14 (November 27th): Reporting & Dissemination 
Theory & Practice Readings: 

● Hesse-Biber, S.N. (2017). Writing and representation of qualitative research projects (Chapter 12). In The 
practice of qualitative research (pp. 340-365). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 

● Marvasti, A. (2016). Writing qualitative research: Practice, genre, and audience (Chapter 26). In D. 
Silverman (Ed.), Qualitative research (pp. 429-446). Thousand Oaks: Sage. 
 

Readings for Examples: 
● Lile, J., & Richards, L. (2016). Youth as Interviewers: Methods and Findings of Participatory Peer 

Interviews in a Youth Garden Project. Journal of Adolescent Research, 33(4), 496–519. 
http://doi.org/10.1177/0743558416670009 

● Glenn, W., Ginsberg, R., & King-Watkins, D. (2016). Resisting and Persisting: Identity Stability Among 
Adolescent Readers Labeled as Struggling. Journal of Adolescent Research, 33(3), 306–331. 
http://doi.org/10.1177/0743558416684953 
 

Optional/Additional Readings 
● Ponterotto, J. G.  (2007).  Effectively communicating qualitative research.  The Counseling Psychologist, 

35(3), 404 – 430. 
 

Week 15 (December 4th): Final Project Grant Review Session 
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