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College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

Department of Social Work 

MSW Program Department Application 
*Please make sure that you have read the Frequently Asked Questions for Prospective Students section of the 

Department of Social Work Website before completing your application.* 

 

Full Name: Date of Birth: 

We offer two courses of study: A Traditional Program (full-time, two-year) and an Advanced Standing 

Program (one-year, for applicants with a BSW degree from a CSWE-accredited Social Work program).  

Please indicate the program for which you are applying: 

 I have a BSW degree, please consider me for the Advanced Standing Program 

ONLY. 

 I have a BSW degree, please consider me for the Advanced Standing Program and 

the Traditional Program. 

 I do not have a BSW degree, please consider me for the Traditional Program.  

Degree(s) completed: 

 BSW (must be from CSWE-Accredited 
Institution)  
 

 Undergraduate Degree (BA, BS):  
(indicate major)       

 Graduate Degree:       
 Other:       

Grade Point Average: 

Cumulative Undergraduate GPA:         

Cumulative Graduate GPA:        

Prerequisites: Biology and Statistics 

Prerequisite courses should be completed by the application deadline. For applicants enrolled in the 

prerequisite courses in the Spring, any offer of admission is contingent upon the applicant’s completion of 

the prerequisites with a passing grade. Biology courses must be equivalent to BIO 105/106, BIO 181, BIO 

183 or BIO 212 at NC State. Statistics courses must be equivalent to ST 311 at NC State. Please use the 

Transfer Course List to check equivalencies. The Department of Social Work does not review course 

syllabi for equivalency.   

Biology:         

         Prefix/Number, Course Name, Institution, Semester/Year Completed, Grade 

Statistics:       

         Prefix/Number, Course Name, Institution, Semester/Year Completed, Grade 
 

 

 

http://socialwork.chass.ncsu.edu/msw/prospective_students/frequently_asked_questions.php
https://www.acs.ncsu.edu/scripts/ugadmiss/trnsfcrs.pl
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Liberal Arts Coursework 
In order to apply to the MSW Program, applicants must have satisfactorily completed a variety of liberal 
arts courses. Please list four courses in the Social Sciences (e.g. Anthropology, Economics, Ethnic 
Studies, Political Science, Psychology, Social Work, or Sociology), completed with a grade of C- or 
better. Please list three courses in the Humanities (e.g. Comparative Religions, History, Linguistics, 
Literature, Modern or Classic Languages, Philosophy, or Art), completed with a grade of C- or better. 
 
Social Sciences:  
Prefix/Number, Course Name, Institution, Semester/Year Completed, Grade:       
Prefix/Number, Course Name, Institution, Semester/Year Completed, Grade:       
Prefix/Number, Course Name, Institution, Semester/Year Completed, Grade:       
Prefix/Number, Course Name, Institution, Semester/Year Completed, Grade:       

 
Humanities: 
Prefix/Number, Course Name, Institution, Semester/Year Completed, Grade:       
Prefix/Number, Course Name, Institution, Semester/Year Completed, Grade:       
Prefix/Number, Course Name, Institution, Semester/Year Completed, Grade:       
 

Petition for Exceptional Consideration 

This should ONLY be completed by applicants who believe that their individual circumstances warrant 

exceptional consideration for a waiver of the minimum admissions requirements.  

THIS PETITION CANNOT BE USED FOR MISSING PREREQUISITE COURSES.  

Please indicate in 250 words or less why the minimum admission requirements do not 

adequately represent your capabilities. Briefly discuss your demonstrated capacity for success in a 

rigorous MSW program.  

For example, an applicant might discuss: 

 

1. Superior grades during the final semester(s) of academic work prior to graduation, indicating a 
trend toward improved performance; 

2. Outstanding post-baccalaureate work experience in human services (volunteer or paid); 
3. Limitations or extenuating circumstances that affected your GPA and your plan to address these 

limitations. 
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Graduate Teaching Assistantship Application 
 

When funds are available, the Department of Social Work seeks to appoint Graduate Teaching 

Assistants (GTAs). GTAs support the department’s teaching mission and assist in the day-to-

day functioning of the department. GTA attendance to these responsibilities both fulfills program 

needs in the department and contributes to the education and training of graduate students. 

GTAs are expected to work approximately 20 hours/week. The GTA funding package includes 

tuition remission, insurance benefits, and a stipend. Please note that student fees are not 

included in tuition remission. 

 

For further information, please consult The Graduate School website.  

 

Graduate Teaching Assistant Duties:  

 

1. Provide general support to the teaching and research mission of the department or 
program. 

2. Assist in departmental events such as but not limited to: student orientation, recruitment 
activities, graduation, etc. 

3. Act as liaison and support to Department of Social Work Committees. 
4. Provide general support to the MSW Field and Program Director. 
5. Assist MSW Program Director and/or faculty with special departmental projects as 

assigned. 
 

If you would like to be considered for a GTA position, please complete the questions below and 

compose a brief statement detailing your interest in teaching and administrative support in the 

department. Please discuss your relevant skills and availability for work.  

 

Name: _________________________________ 

Undergraduate Degree: _________________________________  

Are you currently in good academic standing with a current academic record of 3.0 or better?  

Yes       /       No                                If yes: Current GPA _____________ 

Will you be enrolled for 9 credits in the MSW program in the fall? Yes       /       No 

 

  

http://www.ncsu.edu/grad/handbook/sections/4.1-assistantships.html
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Graduate Teaching Assistantship Application Essay 

 

Please discuss your interest in teaching and administrative support in the department, your 

relevant skills, and your availability for work below. (500 words maximum) 
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If you are applying to the Advanced Standing program, please answer the 
following question.  

1. Provide one example that demonstrates the application of BSW practice learning in 
your work setting, practicum, or volunteer work.  Explain how core social work 
values, perspectives, and/or theories informed your work.  Describe your 
assessment process, the interventions selected, and your rationale for their 
selection.  How has your BSW education prepared you to work with diverse clients? 
If you do not have a real-life example, please feel free to create a case study and 
answer the aforementioned questions. (750 words maximum) 
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Both applicants to the Advanced Standing and Traditional programs should answer all 

following questions 

 

1. Briefly explain your interest in Social Work as a profession. Based on your reading of 
the Department of Social Work’s Mission Statement (found on the department’s 
website) describe how this program would be a good fit for your professional 
education. Describe the strengths and personal assets you bring to the NC State 
MSW program and the capacities you would like to further develop if you are 
admitted. Cover the following areas of strength: a) personal, b) academic, c) social 
network, and d) leadership. (750 words maximum) 
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2. One of the key goals of the Social Work profession is to achieve justice for the 
socially and economically marginalized. Based on your current understanding, what 
does “social and economic justice” mean? What are some of your personal 
experiences of social and economic injustice, if any? How did you address these 
injustices? (750 words maximum) 
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3. First, read the statement of Ethical Principles of the Profession on the National 
Association of Social Workers website. Please note there are three conditions that 
must be present for a situation to be considered an ethical dilemma: (1) a decision 
about the best course of action is required, (2) there must be different courses of 
action to choose from, and (3) regardless of the course of action taken some ethical 
principle is compromised. Describe an ethical dilemma you have experienced. What 
alternative actions did you consider and why? What did you finally decide to do to 
handle the situation? DO NOT reveal names of individuals or organizations. No 
professional can avoid such situations in the course of their practice, so this question 
must be given a thoughtful answer. (750 words maximum) 
 
 
 

  

http://www.socialworkers.org/pubs/code/default.asp
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4. Briefly describe a social problem of great concern or interest to you. Recommend 
one potential course of action to address your chosen problem and explain why you 
recommend that particular plan. Discuss the possible challenges to implementing 
your plan. (750 words maximum) 
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5. MSW students and social workers often encounter unforeseen challenges.  Briefly 
share a situation in which things didn’t go the way you wanted or thought they 
should.  Please describe the following: 1) the incident, 2) the outcome you wanted or 
expected, 3) the interpersonal process in which you engaged, and 4) how the 
situation was resolved. (750 words maximum) 
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6. If there is anything else you would like the committee to know, please discuss here. 
(500 words maximum) 
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